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John I Swenson 5/sgt 1129679
351 Bomb Sqp 1000 Bomb Gp (H)
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saerifices which he had witnessed, Because of his efforts, Sgt Swenson froge his feet H
80 badly that he was wnable to continue the journey and had to be left bohind in Pronce,
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- AC 383,6 Hq ETOUSA 19 october 1942
SUBJECT: Safeguarding of P/AV Information,
o) . Personinel concerned,
4., It is tne duty of all Americans to safeguard informmation which might,
either directly or indirectly, be useful to the cnemy.
2 Tt.is an offense, carrying heavy penalties, to publish or to comunicate
tc any unauthorized person any information which might be useful to the cnemy,
3, Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the encigy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore SECRET,
. &, You must thercfore not disclose, except to the first lilitary Attache -
to whom you report, .or to an officer designated by the Commanding General of
_ the Theater of QOperations:
1) The: names of those who helped you.
2) The method by which you cccaped or cvaded,
3) The route you followed,
l.) Any other facts concerning your cxpeﬂunce.
b,  You must be particularly on your guard with persons represcnting the press.
¢. You must give no account of your expericnces in books, newspapers,
periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures,
d. . You mmust give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in
let ters or in conversation, exccpt as sp ec:.flcal"ly dirccted in Tar, 4a.
¢,  Iio lectures or reporte are to be given to any unit without the permission
c. the War or Navy Department,
By commaqd oi Lloutenant Generpl BISEIHOWER:
(signed) RALPH PULSIVFER,
Colonel, AGD, Ass't, Adj. Gen.
CHERTIFICATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.
T understand that any information ovnccmlnu my escape or cvasion from
cupture is SECRET and must not be disclosed tn anyone other than the American
11J.tary Attache to whom I first rc,por't, or an officer designated by the
Commandlnrr Gencral of the Theatcr of Opcrations., I undcrstand thot dis-
closure -to snyone elsc will meke me liable to dluClpllﬂu ry action,
rome (prant WS LWEN/ SON. TJOHN [+ signed 0 s LB

Rank %égz A, SN, ///asz /f  Date
ut/ﬂdﬁ/ /f’fgﬁ?é"efajjfjg S[Q Yitness

HORACE W. FORSTER,
Colonel, G.SsCe,
B SN Tlas Off,
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. to talk him into/sticking it oute Lt COMETON clearly feels that STUIEFIG did

TOP SECRET

3 My 194k

Memorandum: Addendum to Appendix C, EZE 566 (Lt Compton)

To: It Col W Stull Holt, COy, PW and X Det, MIS

1« At the request of $/Sgt Cherniss I questioned Lt Compton to find out )
whether there was anything of moment in his Pyrenees crossing which he had failed|
to mention in original interrogation. He gave the information indicated be~ !
low.

2. In the 11rs’c attempu of 'h:Ls cly to cross the mountains Sgt STUNPFIG

eight hours until the parf ' ‘ gce of refuge. In 80 carrylng him SWEN-
SON froze both feet, so bad that he may be handicap.ed for the rest of his:
life., Lt CONMPTON thought this amazing feat of endurance one of the most com-
mexﬁ@&le individual sacrifides he had ever seen. He strongly urges that Sgt
SWENSON be given some fitting military recognition for his action.

After this exploit Sgt SWENSON was in such bad shape that he had to be left
behind in France when the party made their second and successful elTort to cross
the mountainsa He has Subsequently arrived in Spaina

On the second crosslng Sgt STUIPFIG again had the seme difTiculty. Through
the efforts of Capt WHK (E%E 562) and Lt HcCHESNEY (E4E 565) he was brought in- |
to Spain with the grg It COMPTON, who at that point was leadlng the party, §
something having hay ened to the guides, wanted to abandon STUILFIG, fearing that
the whole party would be caught by the Germans if they did not reach one point |
before daylights / Capt WIIK refused to zbandon the man and did all that he could

not have suflicjfent determination in carrying on, but he is willing to adnit that
it may have begn a matter of no stfengr,h as well as no detemmination. It Me- |
CHESNEY e letting him hang on him. . Lt COMPTON feels that this |
action g s due special cormendation but not of such a high order l‘
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Did the planc explode ;Jn striking the gromﬁ?
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Did source sec any other members of the crow dead or alive after
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merbers of the crew wore dead or alive? If so give detailecéd furnishoed
by his inforuent and whether the other crow members were identificd by
nanc or otherwise, DA P REL
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conditions? : : ]
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AcPENDIX "D TU E JND E REPORT NO,

List oll militory infornation which you cbescrved or werce told while cvading.
fullest possible details, (Idrfields, troop cnearprents, coastal ond interior
defenses, 44 batterics, radar installations, troop movenants, results of allied

borbing, location of enery factorics and armunition durps, crery and civilian morale,
etc.', etCa’.ooo.)
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Sgt SWEINSON's understatement covers a multituds of facts. Both of his
Pyrenses crossings were of the most difficult order, made under miserable weather
conditions through high passes clogzed with snow, On the first crossing the
whole party had to turn back although 'they were almost/Yd/dY#Kt/E474#¢¥/ in Srain.
Epeuens members of this party tQeeeséwn roported that W"mre or less
carried” a member of his crew for some eight hours before th party reached a
place of refuge. The officer describing the crossing thought this action #A#
BE/1HE en amazing feat of@f endurance and one of the most commenadble individual
sacrifices that he had ever seen. Sgt SWENSON's feet were so badly frozen that
he had to be left behind when this party made their second and suceessiul cross-
ing into Spaig, a crossing much like the first unsuccessful one (Cf E&E 562).

Sgt SWENSON's,second orossing differed from the first in little but its buccess.

The iwmmowemsmme inadequate Shoes which Sgt S/RISUN was wearing were given
to him by his helpers. ‘“eedless to say he would have given anything to have his
GI shoes with him, ' ;
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SECRET - (JERICLN ; b /55
1OST SECRET - DRITISH

HEADCULRTERS
EURCPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS ﬂ

/W and X Detachrent
Military Intclligence Scrvice
b 2 & s
E & & REPOIT NO.72¢ Coriailiad’ he Joia Y 4 il
EVASION N Fysgece,

(Date)

John L SWENSON, S/Sgt, 11129879

(Nane) Rank ASN
S e 7:gcET; LUDWIGSHAVEN
418 Bomb Sa, 100 Bomb Group MIfLs 30 December 1943
(Squadron) (Group) Arrived in UK:
2 v : : f g‘bn.‘ / P44
é M—b 4
Number of missions
MEMBERS OF CREW: (This information checked with ©PWiD)
Official Narrators .
Disposition Dispositicn
'l)’ ‘1/7
PILOT 0-747348 2d Lt Francis P SMITH, JR w774
COfPILOT 0-751159 24 Lt James P LAW MIA
. . HER (7]
NAVIGATOR 0-809604 2d Lt Saul (NMI) Hmﬂ%% Iz‘wr" MIA
BUMDAFDIER 0-688710 2d Lt Clyde S MANION RE #577
RADIO UPERATOR 11129879 S/Sgt  John L SWENSON NARRATOR
TOP TURRET GUNNER 32583144 T/Sgt John T AMERY B&E # 469
BALL TURRET GUNNER 31198980 Sgt Alvin C LITTLE MIA
WAIST GUNNER 36500968 Sgt Conrad P STUMPFIG, JR E&E #568
WAIST GUNNER 16087728 Sgt John W RUNCEL E&E #567
TAIL GUNNER 17054110 Sgt William (NMI) "7eRTY B&E #576

Were you wounded?




EGE 726: S/Sgt John L SWENSON
’*

:
'SC 53"35‘_ ,S(’g’ I bailed out at about 20,000 feet,with-a24fovt—phrachrte; WAICH T8 too—smal
/\\,}0\ ; 577 fo:‘:_,a.wn;:v-sim——-}landed in a clearing in a woods, and, since I expected the

) i
A ; whole,:a.rnw after me, I started out immediately., I thought that I was in France but

I was not sures T-asked A ploughman whereZt—wasy—ami-—he assured me that there wer

r PR 4 -\’
o 7> no Boches arounds I soonfz&n:'um—a. crew member, and we ran into Sgt RUNCEL (EZE
£ :

| 'gM
M(’ i
LﬂZﬂ§ :
R ~ we all went to a shack/WigZ¢d on the side of a hill. We were fed there, and Sgt
(E&E 508)
S‘I‘UMPFIG,\,joinad use

867) a few minutes latere WE/Willdd/Xd/d & couple of Frenchmen were with him, an

WO L ¥ Erom this place our journey was arrangede I traveled with other members of my
7 .ol
B

4 | cxew, but it took me two Pyrenees crossings finally to get into Sraine I had shoes

which were too small for me the first time, and when my feet were frozen, I was unab

to complete the journeye.

€ Compiled by Aporoved by
D B EMERSON W STULL HOLT
1st bt, AUS Lt Com, AC
Pege Commanding
Appendix B

te  he following information has been obtained from a sergeant who evaded cap
ture in enemy occunied territory.

2, Further circulation of this information may be made, but in that case it i
important not to divulge any details about the source.

Statement of information covering the period from 30 “ecember 1943 to 16
April 1944 *

ae Informant was told that the Germans have around RHEIMS AA positions and Xk
tening posts run by women.

A be Informant was told in January that the Germans lad many dummy tanks of woaj
around VOUZIERS. ‘

Ce About half a mile out of TARBES on the way to LOURDES informent saw an aij

- field from which FW 190's yéfd/ffidg{ and Me 210's were flyings He was told that s
f training school was located there,

| é

de Informant was told in January that 3000 Germans werc in CHARLEVILLE,
| es Infromant was told that some 5000 troops were at TARBES in APRIL, ’

Appendix D ; 5

: ise I lost my aids box when I parachuted, but gther members of . erew e
{ theirs with mee The ¥enzadrine Zablets 22 v o adber - JA S A shared

o a0
mwe -

, ; 8
¥

2. I carried a ed,purs%;ut lost it when I bailed out, %

3o L garried five passport-sie photograprhs which I used on identity papers, /

-

4, 1 had been lectured at group on evasion and éscapes The lectures were

Suggestions: When flying plways carry a peir of GI shoes with )Rl 1
E® @i bough to cross, especially in winter, and if you have "

G malr glaghoes to fit you.
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bw From this place our journey was é.rranged. I traveled with other members of my

crew, but it took me two Pyrenees crossings finally to get into Spaine I had shoes

which were too small for me the first time, and when my feet were frozen, I was unable
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ture in enemy occupied territory.

2¢ Further circulation of this information may be made, but in that case it is
important not to divulge any details about the sources

Statement of information covering the period from 30 " ecember 1943 to 16
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arodxnd VOUZL.:RS.

¢e About half a mile out of TARBES on the way to LOURDES informent saw an aij

field from which BV 190's wfd/f#ikgd and Me 210's were flyings He was told that a
training school was located there,

de Informant was told in January that 3000 Germans wers in CHARLEVILLE, F
u ee Infromant was told that some 5000 troops were at TARBAS in APRIL,

i

e

: f's

~ Appendix D ) J

1 £-30%% By alba budowien 1 peraaluted, but, r_members of my crew shs.re‘
| tnen.rs.wz.t.h mee The ¥enzadrine 'z‘zev.blei;sa%u Sd :, pibor 5

ed pursg[}:at lost it when I bailed out,

2. I carried a.[(
3e L carried f passport-sie photogranhs which I used on identity papergg v

4, 1 had been lectured at group on evasion and escapes The lectures were "
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 48) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2. Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communieate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly r ible for all st Y7
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations,

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1.  Information.about your escape or your evasion from capture would be usefil to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

2, a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W. D.

(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
3 You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadecasts or in lectures.
o You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
e  No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D., or corr: ding or ization in the

n

theater.
GERTIFIGATE

I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

I understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of o
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to di

S

unit £80. 77* 4)7”/7 Kﬂ&%‘?,ﬁf/’ffj"/‘, o Witness K;L}"L(Luhn

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-44/2M/22472

RESTRICTED
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SECRET = AIERICLN
. MOST SECRET - DRITISH
MIS (X)

I{E"&EQUJ-—RTEI?S
EURCPE/N THEATER OF OPER.TIONS
?/W and X Detachrent
Military ntelligence Scrvice

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SERVICE PBSCNNEL
EVADING FROM ENEMY OCCUPIED COUNTRIES

Full Name, R&nk, and Scrial No, mé_-/,ﬂ./ Py - AL 5"_. (s ) EV SN T 7
Decorations. ’ 1 EDLE
; 2 TTE 4 ARP. =2 A
Unit or S\qqadrom /) ( i
Division (Army) or Group, 7 AD  Div
s“ '/ B 7 -
Date of Dirth, V4408 v
Length of Service. £ AOATTT D | A , v
Private Address. 3/
Job as civilian, MEAT LERK ANMD . A e
" T N - - "f‘)({-’— \
Fron what field did you take off? e
Take off tines. /A7) 0V i ’
Date and target. DEC 3K 743 ’ By i s
‘ ) () s 'rl"A \': or @y ) 'F'. = ,:/ d ¢ o / 't "" el 5 /
Where did you lend? ‘ H1E / casn A
Were 21l secret pepers and equiprient destroyed? VE S
What wes your position in aireraft?
wWere you wounded? 3
pid you pay your guides? If so how much? 47

Do you speak French? Spanish? ND

Did you have Identity Papers? . L ae (7 FHGL S A /

Have you been questloneﬂ before to=day on your escape or cvesion? If so, vhere and
by whom? Have you given anyone a written rep ort on ymr cxpcrlcnces. ihere and when?
/f)?/']fif?',qwj{ b (5[\/ f & "{ H /“’/ ,/(.' r '/_,-’ k, < //*’ .;v 4 [ (“'” ."
VD :
Dld you r6port on your 0porat10ns'> If so, where and o whay?

, )

pid you sign a security C»I“l‘ﬂ_flC&‘bO worning you ugamst talkmg about your escapc or

evasion? If s0, where and when? . - A7 AAHMA sPAIN —
/."‘-,,‘_,;-‘ g :
Date of arrival in Spain, /L /érfmj Gr 1 BITALTA R
pate of arrival at Gibraltar, TGuNE 6,/ T4 &
ce and dote of depar’burc for U.Ke By sea or air,
R BT . T T 075y — Al
Place fn& date of arrival in UuKa

W/l L 4

BhISTOA . — Ve

’
J



OUTLINE FOR TAIKS

1. Complete deécription of everything that happened.
+in planc before Jump.

2; Description of jump and landinge
3« Description of what you did with youwr equipment.

Le Tell story of experiences up to. time you met the
person who pub , ou in contact with organization.

NOT GIVE THE NAMES OF PEOPLE WHO HELPED YOU
T iy TIIE.
DO NOT GIVE THE NAMES OF TOWNS.
DO NOT GIVE ANY ADDRESSES.

5« How you crossed Pyrences (Gencral Location)

6. Your expcriences in Spain.

Suggeations for others.

If therc is some helpful incident that happeneé.
aftcr you wore picked up, do not mention it until it
has becn discussed with M.T.S. Interrogator.

RICHARD R NELSON
Major, AC



CONFIDEN.IAL .o

BUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY
OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF S., G-2

DATE: 9 June 1944

TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN:

o ROBER? H. WILLIAMS, JR., lst Lt., AC, 0-615034

hereby certify that I have known and have been associated with

JOHN L. SWENSON, S/Sgt., AC, 11129879

prior to his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above,

%%W /Mﬁm‘}‘/

The individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon
has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as JOHN L. SWENSON,
S/Sgt., 4C, 11129879 (351 Bomb Squadron - 109 Bomb Group)

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.
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