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GLOSSARY 
 
The following terms and acronyms appear throughout the text or tables.  All dates appear as day 
month and year. 
 
%/D Percent of aircraft dispatched 
1SAD First Strategic Air Depot 
A Category of battle damage, minor  
AA Anti-Aircraft 
AC Category of battle damage, significant 
B Category of battle damage, major 
BD Bombardment Division 
BG Bombardment Group 
BS Bombardment Squadron 
CBO Combined Bomber Offensive 
CL Crash landed 
DISP Number of aircraft dispatched 
DISP/O Aircraft Dispatched per Operation 
E Category of battle damage, salvaged 
E&E Escape & Evasion Report 
EVD Individual evaded capture 
F-D-S Failed to Return-Damaged-Salvaged 
FL Forced to land elsewhere 
FTO Failed to Takeoff 
FTR Failed to Return 
FTR/O Failed to Return per Operation  
GAF German Air Force 
GF German Fighter 
GSE German Single Engine Fighter 
INT Individual interned in a neutral country 

JG German Fighter Wing  
KIA Killed in action 
KIS Killed in Service, non-combat 
MACR Missing Air Crew Report 
MID Mid-Air collision 
n/a Not available or not applicable 
NJG German Night Fighter Wing 
NOPS Non Operational Sortie 
POW Individual taken prisoner of war 
P Participated  
RAF Royal Air Force 
RAF BC Royal Air Force Bomber Command 
REM Returned Early, Mechanical Reasons 
REO Returned Early, Other Than Mechanical 

Reasons 
RES Returned Early, Scheduled Spare Reasons 
RTB Individual or aircraft Returned to Base 
SORTIE/O Sorties per Operation 
Target Name of targeted area  
TBC To Be Confirmed 
USAAF United States Army Air Forces 
VIII BC Eighth Bomber Command 
WG Wing 
WIA Crew member wounded in action 
ZG German Twin Engine Day Fighter Wing 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all photographs are courtesy of 100
th

 Bomb Group Foundation 
 

© Paul M. Andrews 2005 and 2013 
 

All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form or by any means: electronic, electrostatic, magnetic 

tape, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the expressed written 
permission from the copyright holder. 

  



Seven Days in October 

 

DEDICATION 
 

The men and women assigned to or associated with the Army Air Forces 
during the Second World War 

For the sacrifices made in accomplishing what was asked of them. 

 
 
 

Roger Anthony Freeman 
The quintessential English gentleman farmer whose intoxicating enthusiasm to understand the 

American presence on his “side of the pond” has not only led to that generation’s profound 
understanding of their place in history but also gives this and generations yet to be born a 

compelling understanding as to what the “boys of yesterday” and their Mighty Eighth 
accomplished as the Greatest Generation in the face of tyranny.  

 
 
 

Karen, William, Alison, and Nicholas 
For appreciating my passion for the past. 

 
 
 

 
 

42-5864, 351 BS, EP A, Piccadilly Lily; lost 8 October 1943. 
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FOREWORD 
 

The week of 8 – 14 October 1943 carries a strong resonance for me.  As the 

navigator assigned to Crew 31, 100th Bombardment Group we flew on the 8 October 
mission to Bremen, on the 9th to Marienburg, and probably would have flown on the 
14th to Schweinfurt had it not been for Oberleutnant Heinrich Klöpper’s actions on 10 
October 1943 when he shot our aircraft down just north of Munster, shortly after we 
had bombed the target as briefed. 

Before the United States entered World War II, the doctrine of the United States 

Army Air Forces, developed in a vacuum during the interwar period, focused on 
identifying and destroying those strategic targets that would do the most harm to the 
enemy’s war effort.  To accomplish this, the doctrine required striking these targets 
accurately, which given the limitations of technology, meant that all attacks needed to 
be conducted visually and consequently in good weather.  To conduct this mission 
successfully required a bomber that could deliver the sufficient pay load at a sufficiently 
high enough altitude to counter the effectiveness of current fighter designs.  After the 7 
December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, abstract theories shifted from discussion papers 
to combat as the enemy came clearly into focus — Germany and Japan along with their 
Axis allies.  No room existed for reversal or major alteration to the doctrine without 
encountering an unacceptable delay in the war effort and its ultimate objective.  To be 
tested was the notion that heavily armed, four-engine American bombers could 
successfully defend themselves while delivering critical strikes against an enemy’s ability 
to wage war.  This notion would eventually be proved to be mistaken, if nearly fatal, 
because the interwar doctrine did not take into account the impact of the highly 
professional, courageous, resolute German Luftwaffe operating against the heavy 
bombers flying without the full protection of friendly fighter cover. 

The Eighth Air Force initiated a strong air offensive against German targets in June 

1943 in the face of determined resistance by German air defenses.  By the second week 
of the following October, however, it became painfully apparent that the losses of 
American bombers unescorted by friendly fighter aircraft if not unacceptable were then 
at least troubling almost to the point of being intolerable.  For some, the Eighth Air 
Force, the largest overseas command of the United States Army Air Forces, faced the 
prospect of imminent defeat or at least a significant setback in its European air 
offensive.  Although corrective action, in the form of the P-51 Mustang, would 
materialize in December 1943 with operational fighter groups arriving in England, this 
seven-day period, now known as Black Week, is perhaps the darkest moment in the 
history of the United States Air Force.  Fortunately for the men and machines of The 
Mighty Eighth, late October 1943 witnessed poor weather conditions throughout 
Europe and the ever shrinking daylight hours made long range missions impractical.  By 
late winter 1944, The Mighty Eighth appeared in mass numbers; for example on the 6 
March 1944, mission to Berlin 730 B-17s and B-24s were escorted by a trio of 86 P-38s, 
615 P-47s, and 100 P-51s.   

I have been familiar with Paul Andrews and his research skills first with the Eighth 

Air Force Historical Society’s Project Bits and Pieces, an extraordinary monumental work, 
which is now the “bible” for historians and others seeking detailed information on the 
wartime operations and individual members of the combat crews of the Eighth Air 
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Force.  I cannot omit We’re Poor Little Lambs; a brief but compelling history about the 
100th Bombardment Group’s Piccadilly Lily made famous in Twelve O’Clock High!  
Through a mutual friend, Ian L. Hawkins, author of several monographs to include the 
highly acclaimed The Munster Raid: Before and After, I approached Paul regarding a 
personal project to commit to paper my understanding of the air war over Europe.  In 
what started with a bundle of archival material concluded in a span of two years with 
the publication of Luck of the Draw.  In between, Paul and Nick McDowell provided 
through a staggering amount of mailings and e-mails consistent encouragement, sound 
advice, and reflective questions.  Paul also did all of archival research for me and 
prepared extensive detailed appendices, for which I shall always be grateful. 

In May 2005, in conjunction with the Atlanta History Center’s planned activities to 

commemorate “Black Week,” I contacted Paul asking his permission to reprint a booklet 
his prepared for the 60th anniversary of Black Week conducted by the Eighth Air Force 
Historical Society.  Surprisingly, Paul declined.  In the next sentence of his e-mail he 
noted that he first wanted to rework some of the text, “clean up” some draft 
appendices, and put together a select bibliography.  The result of his effort is evidenced 
in the following pages.  Paul Andrews has given us the most complete, concise, detailed 
account of this dramatic week in history that I have ever seen.  It is a must read for all 
serious students of the history of the United States Air Force. 

Frank D. Murphy 
Navigator 

Crew 31 
42-30062 Bastard’s Bungalow 

42-3508 Bastard’s Bungalow [II] 
POW 10 October 1943 aboard 42-30725 Aw-r-go 

418
th

 Bombardment Squadron (H) 
100

th
 Bombardment Group (H) 

United States Army Eighth Air Force 
Station 139, Thorpe Abbotts, England (June – October 1943) 

Atlanta, Georgia 
October 2005 

 
 
 

 
 

    42-30062, 418 BS, LD O, Bastard’s Bungalow;          42-30725, 350 BS, LN Z, Aw-r-go;  
        lost 10 February 1944        lost 10 October 1943 
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PREFACE1 
 

Across the airfields of East Anglia, a gentle breeze whispers an epitaph for all 
the fine young men, who, far from home, stood fast in the face of tyranny and 
death.  These whispers are reminiscent of another time, 480 BC, when 300 
Spartans defended the pass at Thermopylae. 
 

Go tell the Spartans, stranger passing by 
That here, obedient to their words we lie 

 
 Herodotus 

 The Histories, VII, 228 

 

In May 1942, High Wycombe became the headquarters for the fledging VIII Bomber 

Command (VIII BC).  From this building, code named PINETREE, VIII BC Commander, 
General Ira A. Eaker and his staff grappled with validating the American daylight 
strategic bombing doctrine.  Within the walls of this former girl’s school in 
Buckinghamshire, the staff focused on converting the Combined Bomber Offensive 
(CBO) into a viable plan of action for hastening the war’s conclusion.  Complicating this 
overarching objective was the reality that most of the sought after, high-valued targets 
were well beyond the current range of fighter escort.  Also, Joseph Stalin sought from 
the Allies a second front to lessen the burden facing his Red Army in its struggle against 
the bulk of the German army.  PINETREE understood this as well as the requirement for 
the British and Americans to dominate the skies over Europe to legitimize the prospect 
for a successful invasion of Europe set for mid-1944.  No single answer could resolve this 
multi-faceted dilemma.  Until D-Day, however, the Red Army, paying a dreadful price, 
continued with its unrelenting pressure against the crumbling eastern walls of the Nazi 
fortress.  Meanwhile the RAF Bomber Command (RAF BC) and VIII BC remained focused 
on raining bombs upon Hitler’s roofless fortress.  With this back drop, the late afternoon 
hours of 7 October 1943 crept slowly into darkness, offering those at PINETREE and VIII 
BC bases throughout East Anglia no hint of the events soon to unfold.   

Bomber crews and VIII BC leadership would have welcomed any increase in fighter 

escort range.  Both sensed, if not knew, that the American contribution to the air war 
over Europe could not -- would not -- be held hostage to the lack of fighter escort.  The 
projected arrival of the North American P-51 in December 1943 offered promises, but 
once in England the fighter could not deliver an overnight solution.  The Mustang and its 
pilots needed to be battle tested; suitable tactics against the Luftwaffe needed to be 
defined and refined continually to ensure effective utilization of this platform.  Until the 
long range escort issue was resolved, senior military and political leadership in 
Washington and London would not entertain, let alone accept any suspension, no 
matter how brief, of the American air campaign for the want of better fighter escort. 

                                                 
1  This monograph is a revision of the booklet presented during the Eighth Air Force Historical Society meeting in October 
2003 to complement its “The 60th Anniversary of Black Week Symposium.”  Since then, information continues to be 
compiled from published sources, as well as the documentation held by the National Archives at College Park, Maryland; 
the Air Force Historical Research Agency at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama; Air Force History Office at Bolling Air Force 
Base, Washington, D.C; and the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum at Washington, D.C.  In addition to these traditional 
resource centers, information placed on the world wide web as well as preserved by various bombardment group 
associations proved to be of great value.  The objective of the project is to trace an individual or an aircraft’s history as it 
relates to this particular period.   
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Fighter escort concerns aside, forging an American strategic bombing policy beyond 

interwar theoretical discussions remained hostage to the weather.  Weather conditions 
in Europe did not have to be perfect.  Yet planners and air crews alike needed 
assurances that the bombers could take off, assemble, fly in formation to the target, 
identify the target, drop the bombs as intended, return to England, and land; all within 
an acceptable margin of risk.  No one contested the reality that the more time spent in 
the airspace over occupied Europe only increased the prospect of weather’s impact 
upon the mission as well as offer the Luftwaffe greater opportunity to challenge the 
bomber crews.  For evidence of weather’s impact, those at PINETREE needed only to 
look back to the contributing factors for the loss of 60 heavy bombers during the 17 
August 1943 “double strike” mission to Schweinfurt and Regensburg. 

Even with the early morning rain of 7 October, forecasters projected the next week 

or so to be a period of “good” weather, not only over England, but more importantly 
over Europe.  Since extended periods of operationally “good” weather were not 
common, PINETREE seized the moment and conceived an ambitious operational 
schedule to include strategically critical targets such as Marienburg and Schweinfurt.  No 
room existed for waiting until the next period of “good” weather.  The reasoning 
remained simple: ebbing daylight hours impacted directly upon the practicality of 
planning any long range mission into Europe; with or without fighter escort.   

By October 1943, the VIII BC order of battle constituted 915 heavy bombers and 

839 crews assigned to 20 Bombardment Groups [BG] attached to one of three 
Bombardment Divisions [BD].2  During this period of “good” weather General Eaker 
dispatched 1,517 B-17 and B-24 sorties, with 1,174 effective (77.3%) to: 

8 October 
Bremen (First BD and Third BD) 
Vegesack (Second BD) 

9 October 
Anklam (First BD) 
Marienberg (Third BD) 
Danzig (Second BD) 
Gdynia (First BD and Third BD) 
Gdynia (Second BD) 

10 October 
Munster (First BD and Third BD) 
Diversion (Second BD) 

14 October 
Schweinfurt (First BD and Third BD) 
Diversion (Second BD) 
 

Operational assessment of these missions aside, there could be no escaping the price 
paid in men and machines – 11 killed in action, 149 wounded in action, and 1,499 
missing in action.3  A total of 782 bombers failed to return, returned with reparable 
damage, or returned damaged beyond repair (51.5% of those dispatched and 66.6% of 

                                                 
2  The First BD comprised of the 91, 92, 303, 305, 306, 351, 379, 381, and 384 BGs, the Second BD comprised of the 44, 
93, 389, and 392 BGs, and the Third BD comprised of the 94, 95, 96, 100, 385, 388, and 390 BGs. 

 
3  Of the 1,499 missing in action, 10 returned to military control after rescue from a B-17 forced to ditch in the English 
Channel, 39 returned to military control evading capture after successfully bailing out of their aircraft, 39 were interned 
in a neutral country, 921 were taken prisoner, and 490 were killed in action.   
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those credited with a sortie).4  A predicable influx of replacement aircraft and aircrews 
did not temper the fact that at week’s end Eaker had 179 fewer bombers assigned with 
only 329 of 736 heavy bombers operational (44.7%) and 384 of 712 combat crews 
available for combat (53.9%).  In just one week and four operations, the effective 
strength of the VIII BC fell from 500 to 288, a 42.4 % decrease.  These dramatic statistics 
leave little wonder why this week in October garners such notoriety.   

Within the literature of The Mighty Eighth, room exists for a monograph placing 

these seven days in October into a larger historical context.  The intention is to 
challenge the longstanding, postwar perception that VIII BC senior leadership, driven by 
the results of the 14 October mission to Schweinfurt, ceased long range missions into 
Germany until the arrival of the P-51 Mustang with its ability to escort the bombers to 
and from targets deep inside industrial Germany. 

My introduction to Boeing’s B-17 “Flying Fortress” took place in the 1950s when 

Uncle Walt built Lindberg’s plastic kit.  The heroic box art with “all guns blazing” still 
invokes an affinity to those who flew heavy bombers during the Second World War.  
This early fascination evolved into a more concerted effort to understand the history of 
this aircraft and the men who flew them in the skies over Europe.  As a junior high 
school student, my parents’ birthday gift to me included Edward Jablonski’s Flying 
Fortress (1965).  This book, eventually graced with Ira C. Eaker’s autograph, has a special 
place in my library.  Also on the shelves, well-worn from countless readings, are Martin 
Caidin’s Black Thursday (1960) and Everything But the Flak (1964) along with Roger A. 
Freeman’s many contributions to the literature of The Mighty Eighth.  During these 
formative years, it escaped me that some 400 yards from where I lived there resided an 
Eighth Air Force veteran who became a “guest” of the Nazi Government when his B-17 
was shot down before reaching Schweinfurt on 14 October 1943.   

 

 
 

Years later Atlanta native Frank D. Murphy, a former 100th Bombardment Group 

navigator, and I first met through Ian L. Hawkins of Bacton, Stowmarket, England; 
author of The Munster Raid: Before and After (1999).  At some point Frank sent for 
comment about ten pages of a memoir he intended to complete for his immediate 
family and close friends.  Finishing the text, I passed the pages to a colleague, Nick 
McDowell, whose sense of history and eye for presentation I admire.  Called back to his 

                                                 
4  This represents 148 heavy bombers failing to return from operations, 615 returning with reparable battle damage and a 
further 19 returning damaged beyond repair. 
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office within an hour, Nick pushed the pages across his desk top towards me.  With eyes 
narrowed, he growled: “How could you do this to me?”  Though physically impossible, 
for me time stopped in its tracks.  In shock and speechless to the unexpected reaction, 
Nick broke the ensuing painful silence: “You’re holding out!  Where is the rest of it?”  
After learning that the rest of the story remained locked in the navigator’s “heart and 
soul,” we joined forces and championed Frank’s efforts.  We encouraged Frank to 
broaden his audience.  Complete strangers, as well as family and friends, needed to read 
Frank’s prose and grasp his insights.   

The resulting chain of events yielded a wonderful, professionally fulfilling 

opportunity to work with Frank almost daily.  Through the magic of e-mail, we read in 
draft, and commented on section-by-section, chapter-by-chapter Murphy’s Luck of the 
Draw: Reflections on the Air War in Europe (2001).  The monograph presents a vivid 
painting of Crew 31 before, during, and after their fateful 10 October 1943 mission to 
Munster, when they were shot down.  Roger A. Freeman, the noted Eighth Air Force 
historian, wrote: Every generation needs a spokesman for its endeavors.  In this respect 
Frank Murphy does the young men of VIII Bomber Command proud.  Added to 
Freeman’s remarks are the closing words on the back cover regarding his decision to 
write the book: You will join us in being thankful that Frank Murphy elected to fly one 
more mission for “The Mighty Eighth.” 

Over time, indebtedness accrues to an ever-growing army of individuals who share 

kindly their experiences and research efforts.  This indebtedness includes a number of 
research centers and their dedicated staff responding diligently to inquiries.  With due 
respect to everyone's contributions, the following individuals are singled out: Cliff T. 
Bishop, Donald L. Caldwell, Mark S. Copeland, Jenny Cousins, Michael Faley, Wallace R. 
Foreman, Roger A. Freeman, Cindy Goodman, David Giordano, Ian L. Hawkins, Bill 
Heimdahl, Michael Holm, Yvonne Kinkaid, Dr. Jim Kitchens III, Ralph M. Larson, Lucy May 
Maxwell, Frank D. Murphy, Dennis L. Niederkohr, Jack O’Leary, David R. Osborne, Jan 
Riddling, Larry Wilson, and Tony Wood.  Finally, for whatever good history this 
monograph adds to the literature, it is the direct result of Dr. Ronald D. Tallman, my 
undergraduate advisor, and Dr. Carman I. Miller, my graduate advisor; both taking on 
the task of mentoring me through the prickly path associated with shaping and focusing 
my understanding of and enthusiasm for history.  Without their conviction in my 
capabilities, this monograph and other projects would have remained little more than 
well-intended ideas relegated to boxes of notes and scattered computer files. 

On 17 June 2007, Frank D. Murphy, as so many of his brethren before him, passed 

onto the other side of the clouds.  His presence, warmth, and kindness are missed by all 
who had the pleasure to at least meet him once. 

P.M.A. 
Northern Virginia 

October 2013 



Seven Days in October 

5 | P a g e  

 

SEVEN DAYS IN OCTOBER 
 

 
 

The Ruhr will not be subjected to a single bomb. 
 

If an enemy bomber reaches the Ruhr,  
my name is not Hermann Goering:  

You can call me Meier! 
 

Reichsmarschall Hermann Goering 
Speaking before the Luftwaffe 

9 August 1939 

 

Losses to fighters and flak [on 14 October 1943] cost the United States       
forces 62 [60] planes with another 138 [145] damaged in varying degree,    
some [7] beyond repair.  Repeated losses of this magnitude could not be 
sustained; deep penetrations without escort, of which this was among the 
earliest, were suspended and attacks on Schweinfurt were not renewed for four 
months. . . .The heavy losses over Schweinfurt caused an important revision in 
the tactics of daylight bombing.  Until then it had been believed that unescorted 
bombers, heavily gunned and flying in well-designed formations, could 
penetrate this deeply over the Reich.  At least, so far as a small force was 
concerned, this was proven wrong.  For the remainder of 1943 after the 
Schweinfurt raids, daylight penetrations beyond fighter escort were sharply 
circumscribed. 
 

U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey 
Summary Report 

30 September 1945 

 

THE ROAD TO CASABLANCA AND BEYOND 

During the interwar period, air power proponents encountered limited real time 

opportunities (i.e. the Spanish Civil War) to test or refine their doctrine.  Despite this, 
the universal conviction of the doctrine remained that power projection associated with 
a single or multi-engine aircraft could not be ignored by very many for much longer.  
Unimpeachably, air supremacy offered Hitler during the war’s earliest hours the ability 
to conquer by Blitzkrieg large portions of the European continent.  Buoyed by this 
success, the sights were set onto Britain with a daylight bombing campaign in 
preparation to a German invasion.  For the German Air Force [GAF] the resulting Battle 
of Britain was neither swift nor conclusive.  German fighter escort proved ineffective in 
wrestling command of the sky from the combined strength of Spitfires and Hurricanes in 
the air and on the ground the effective British management of its limited defensive 
resources.  Ultimately, the Royal Air Force [RAF] compelled Hitler to postpone and then 
cancel altogether his design to conquer Britain. The RAF initial reciprocal effort to strike 
at Germany also took place in daylight but without the benefit of fighter escort.  British 
results were not much different.   RAF and GAF bombers were ill-equipped to weather a 
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concerted daylight strategic bombing campaign against a reasonably sophisticated air 
defense system of fighter interceptors and anti-aircraft artillery.  This reality 
necessitated GAF and RAF leadership to accept and rationalize the associated 
compromises with accuracy by turning to nighttime operations as a means of limiting 
the effectiveness of the respective opponent’s air defense systems.   

Arriving in the United Kingdom with a handful of B-17s and Norden bombsights, the 

Americans expressed unflinching confidence in their strategic bombing doctrine.  As did 
the RAF BC earlier, the VIII BC leadership in the summer of 1942 faced the task of 
conducting an air campaign with a limited number of heavy bombers and no single 
engine or twin-engine fighter aircraft capable of escorting the bombers to and from any 
targets in Germany.  Uninterested in capitalizing on the RAF daylight experience, the 
Americans held to their conviction, confident that a formation of B-17s, with its 
collective, overlapping defensive firepower, could limit the effectiveness of the GAF 
fighter interceptors; thereby vindicating the American doctrine.5 

Between 17 August 1942 with a fledgling number of 12 B-17s attacking the 

Sotteville-les-Rouen marshaling yards in France and 6 others flying a diversionary 
sweep, through to the early portion of January 1943, the VIII BC had not distinguished 
itself.  The first 30 operations yielded only 967 of the 1,550 bombers dispatched (62.4%) 
credited with an effective sortie at a cost of 414 bombers of those credited with a sortie 
(42.8%) failing to return from operations, receiving reparable battle damage, or 
damaged beyond repair.6  Not once in nearly five months of operations did the 
Americans strike any target within Germany.  In all fairness, any great expectations 
remained unrealistic because by the end of January 1943 General Eaker had only 214 
heavy bombers on hand (See Table 1).7  By the end of December 1943, the number of 
heavy bombers available to Eaker increased nearly eight fold.  On the eve of D-Day, The 
Mighty Eighth amassed 41 heavy bombardment groups constituting 2,937 heavy 
bombers and 3,225 aircrews.  When coupled with appropriate fighter escort, no debate 
existed as to whose air force commanded the daylight skies over Europe.  On 6 June 
1944 American Lightnings, Thunderbolts, and Mustangs roamed the skies nearly at will, 
while Flying Fortresses, Liberators, Mitchells, and Marauders struck relentlessly Hitler's 
roofless fortress Europe, whose eastern walls were collapsing from the weight of the 
Soviet Red Army.  Yet, back in January 1943, such a vision of air power remained just 
that – a vision.  Understrength, the VIII BC did not have the means to translate 
convincingly into practice pre-war American air war doctrine.  This backdrop led up to 
the Casablanca Conference, which took place between 14-24 January 1943. 

Even before the Casablanca Conference, Arthur "Bomber" Harris, Commander, RAF 

BC, urged VIII BC senior leadership to acknowledge the lessons learned by the British, 

                                                 
5  For additional information on VIII BC formations see page 28.  
 
6  This represents 46 failing to return from operations, 357 receiving reparable battle damage and a further 11 damaged 
beyond repair.   
 
7  This represents four operational B-17 groups (the 91, 303, 305, and 306) and two B-24 groups (44 and 93). Of the two 
B-24 groups, the 44 BG was devoted largely to sea search activities while a number of 93 BG aircraft had been detailed to 
operations in North Africa.   The VIII BC's operational capabilities were further affected by the fact the VIII BC had two 
combat-experienced bomb groups [97 and 301] reassigned to the Twelfth Bomber Command Force in the Mediterranean 
Theater of Operations and another [92 BG] shifted from operational status after 9 October 1942 in order to provide a unit 
for combat crew replacement training. The 97 BG’s last operation occurred on 21 October 1942, and the 301 BG’s last 
operation occurred on 8 November of the same year.  The 92 BG returned to operational status on 14 May 1943.  
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forego their daylight doctrine, and join the RAF BC in nocturnal operations.  At the 
Conference, attention moved beyond VIII BC accomplishments to date and focused on a 
more fundamental issue: what could be expected from the American bomber crews.  
The ultimate objectives remained unchanged; that is, opening a second front.  General 
Eaker presented an argument to Winston Churchill for continuing daylight efforts by 
coining the phrase “around the clock” to describe a coordinated, combined RAF BC and 
VIII BC campaign against Hitler’s Europe.  The brilliance of Eaker's synthesis of the 
American strategic bombing doctrine won the day, at least temporarily, against the VIII 
BC doubters and outright detractors.   

Not only saleable to the political leadership in Britain and the United States as a 

means to placate the demands for a second front by the Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, 
“around the clock” also carried a popular public relations message to both sides of the 
pond.  When played out in the media, British citizens perceived the Americans in the 
United Kingdom as valuable contributors in carrying the war directly to Germany; giving 
Hitler and his ilk no respite, night or day, from the wrath of the British Lion and the 
American Eagle.  American air power contributions to the war, when crafted in the 
American media as an independent American endeavor, kept the American public, 
whose vivid memories of the attack on Pearl Harbor were already dulled by more than a 
year of other distractions, focused and supportive of the overall war effort.   

 More than a than a clever public relations gimmick, “around the clock” masked a 

difficult challenge to the air force senior leadership in Washington if they elected to 
accept Bomber Harris’ invitation and join the RAF in nocturnal operations.  Any decision 
to alter American air power doctrine carried the task of modifying aircraft and retraining 
aircrews already in place.  Far more daunting was the prospect of reigniting the interwar 
political struggle in Washington with navy and regular army senior leadership.  It is 
doubtful the air power brokers in Washington, who during the interwar period vied 

TABLE 1.  AIRCREWS AND AIRCRAFT OF THE VIII BOMBER COMMAND 
END OF THE MONTH 

 
AIRCREWS ON HAND  AIRCRAFT ON HAND 

B-17 B-24 TOTAL DATE B-17 B-24 TOTAL 

n/a n/a n/a JUL-42 44 0 44 

n/a n/a n/a AUG-42 104 0 104 

n/a n/a n/a SEP-42 144 34 178 

n/a n/a n/a OCT-42 234 62 296 

n/a n/a n/a NOV-42 180 67 247 

n/a n/a n/a DEC-42 178 41 219 

n/a n/a n/a JAN-43 175 39 214 

n/a n/a n/a FEB-43 186 69 255 

n/a n/a n/a MAR-43 229 74 303 

n/a n/a n/a APR-43 502 88 590 

n/a n/a n/a MAY-43 599 93 692 

408 47 455 JUN-43 783 51 834 

596 43 639 JUL-43 820 24 844 

806 193 999 AUG-43 786 109 895 

933 225 1,158 SEP-43 835 96 931 

1,116 320 1,436 OCT-43 907 197 1,104 

1,960 533 2,493 NOV-43 1,166 294 1,460 

2,081 609 2,690 DEC-43 1,302 308 1,610 

SOURCE: Army Air Force Statistical Digest World War II, 
Tables 55 and 89 (www.au.af.mil/au/afhra/). 
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vigorously, for limited peacetime resources, had the will to renew this battle, which 
included the court-martial of General “Billy” Mitchell.  Also, costs associated with 
redesigning bombers and retraining crews likely contributed to an American disinterest 
to reassess its strategic air power doctrine.  Nor could American and British pragmatists 
ignore the impact of increased American air power presence upon even the most 
routine administrative tasks such as air traffic control over England.8   

As the Casablanca Conference concluded, the Americans and British embraced, 

even if only guardedly, the concept of a CBO against Hitler’s Germany.  The primary 
objective appeared in a 4 February 1943 directive issued to the British and American 
Commands, stating in part: 

Your primary objective will be the progressive destruction and dislocation of the 
German military, industrial and economic systems, and the undermining of the morale 
of the German people to a point where their capacity for armed resistance is fatally 
weakened.   
 
Within that general concept your primary objectives will, for the present, be in the 
following priority: 
 

 German submarine yards 

 The German aircraft industry 

 Transportation 

 Oil plants 

 Other targets of the enemy war industry
9
 

 
As initially projected by the arrival of the 97th Bomb Group and its first mission on 17 
August 1942, the American air war doctrine remained set in stone. 

Sufficient operational hours and favorable weather conditions became one of the 

cornerstones for amassing heavy bomber formations over England, flying over the 
English Channel, crossing the European coast, and bombing an intended target.  After 
any operational activity, Americans also needed daylight hours to disperse formations 
and return the crews to terra firma.10  Furthermore, to execute a daylight operation, a 
carefully crafted, nearly inflexible timetable needed be followed from the first bomber 
taking off through to and including the return of the last bomber.  An equally rigid 
timetable faced those fighter pilots supporting heavy bomber operations.11  Any 
compromise to these timetables exposed the aircrews to increased risk from GAF 
defensive activities.  Similar operational requirements also faced the RAF BC except that 

                                                 
8 For additional insight to these interwar dynamics see Mark Clodfelter’s Beneficial Bombing: The Progressive Foundations of 
American Air Power, 1917-1945, pages 1-102. 
 
9  As cited in Lionel Lacey-Johnson, Point Blank and Beyond, page 1. 
 
10  For example, the 100 BG on 8 October, the first B-17 left Thorpe Abbots at 1143.  The Third BD formation, of which the 
100 BG was a part of, crossed the European coast at 1456.  Upon return, the 100 BG left the European coast at 1628 with 
the first aircraft requiring 42 minutes before landing at Thorpe Abbotts at 1712.  Most of the rest of the group landed by 
1725.  Between takeoff and landing, encompassing 5 hours and 42 minutes, no less than 3 hours and 10 minutes were 
required to assemble and land the 100 BG’s formation. 
 
11  For example, weather conditions in England affected the timetable for the 17 August 1943 “double strike” operation to 
Regensburg and Schweinfurt, which made it possible for the GAF pilots to conduct several sorties against both bomber 
formations.  The same situation affected the 14 October 1943 operation to Schweinfurt.  See “Eighth Air Force Tactical 
Development, August 1942 –May 1945.” 
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nighttime operations did not employ tightly-knit defensive formations, thus the time 
necessary for assembly was less than that of their American cousins as was the need for 
a rigid timetable.12  Given these realities, during any 24-hour period, the VIII BC and the 
RAF BC operated within a finite block of time to strike strategic targets in Europe, a 
portion of which necessarily included the time required to launch and retrieve the heavy 
bombers (See Table 2).  VIII BC and RAF BC target planners faced an inescapable reality 
in that “deep penetrations" into Germany, day or night, with or without fighter escort, 
were influenced unavoidably by the time of the year as well as weather conditions. 

TABLE 2.  OPERATIONAL HOURS AS OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH 1943 
LONDON, ENGLAND 

 
 SUNRISE SUNSET DAY HOURS NIGHT HOURS 

JAN 8:06 16:01 7h 55m 16h 05m 

FEB 7:40 16:48 9h 08m 14h 52m 

MAR 6:47 17:39 10h 52m 13h 08m 

APR 5:38 18:31 12h 54m 11h 06m 

MAY 4:34 19:22 14h 48m 9h 12m 

JUN 3:49 20:06 16h 17m 7h 43m 

JUL 3:46 20:20 16h 34m 7h 26m 

AUG 4:22 19:49 15h 27m 8h 33m 

SEP 5:11 18:48 13h 37m 10h 23m 

OCT 5:59 17:40 11h 41m 12h 19m 

NOV 6:52 16:35 9h 43m 14h 17m 

DEC 7:42 15:55 8h 13m 15h 47m 

 
Day Hours - number of hours and minutes between sunrise to sunset 
Night Hours - number of hours and minutes between sunset to sunrise 
SOURCE: U.S. Naval Observatory, Astronomical Applications Department,  
(http://mach.usno.navy.mil). 

 

 Operational hours posed an unavoidable but predicable constraint to air war 

planners.  This aside, PINETREE faced a more problematic issue: the unpredictability of 
weather conditions, which invariably impacted the planning and execution of the air war 
campaign.  Even when the VIII BC prevailed over the weather in England, the same did 
not necessarily hold true for the bomber formations en route to, over, and returning 
from the target area.  At times, weather along the target route compelled airborne 
leaders to strike secondary targets, targets of opportunity, or even abandon the 
operation.  If weather did not force the alteration for the proposed target for the day, 
then it could disrupt carefully crafted timetables sufficiently enough to offer a tactical 
advantage to the GAF defenders and lead to increased combat-related losses.   

 After the war, the United States Strategic Bombing Survey conducted an exhaustive 

assessment of the air campaign.  Part of the Survey addressed the impact of weather on 
the aerial operations.  It is noteworthy that over France between January and 
September 1944, the VIII BC averaged 8 to 10 days of “good” flying weather per month.  
Here, “good” flying conditions are defined by VIII BC mission planners as offering the 
best possible circumstances for precision bombing results against an intended target.  
Between January 1944 and March 1945 operations over the Low Lands and Germany, 
“good” flying conditions fell to a monthly average of 4 to 5 days per month (See Table 3 
and Map 1).  Though the January 1944 - March 1945 timeframe is outside the scope of 

                                                 
12  The RAF BC also had a slight advantage in that landing during early morning hours after a long operation was not as 
nearly hazardous as it was for the American crews to land during twilight or early evening hours. 

http://mach.usno.navy.mil/
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this monograph, when extrapolated to the Fall of 1943, the data reveals some of the 
operational constraints associated with uncertain weather conditions.  This prompted 
VIII BC leadership to pursue development and refinement of “blind” bombing 
techniques, which began in earnest in November 1943.13   

TABLE 3.  DAYS AVAILABLE FOR VIII BOMBER COMMAND DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS 
 

NOTE: The Region number refers to the Map 1 on the following page. 
SOURCE: The United States Strategic Bombing Survey, Military Analysis Division, Weather Factors in 
Combat Bombardment Operations in the European Theater, January 1947. 

 

Following the Casablanca Conference, British and American target planners began 

the arduous and complicated task of implementing the 4 February 1943 directive.  Even 
before the target planners began mapping out the CBO, the VIII BC, made a decisive 
display.  Either buoyed by the decisions made at Casablanca, however tenuous, or 
seeking to demonstrate its operational prowess, on 27 January 1943, PINETREE 
dispatched 91 bombers to Wilhelmshaven striking for the first time the German 
Homeland.  By June 1943 the CBO operational phase began and continued through to 
the end of December 1943.  An early significant highlight came with Blitz Week (24-30 
July 1943), when the VIII BC flexed its muscle, conducting six operations in seven days.  
A reliable flow of replacement crews, replacement aircraft, spare parts, and vital 
petroleum products crossing the Atlantic Ocean as well as adding new bombardment 
groups did not minimize the intensity or exhaustion associated with Blitz Week.  VIII BC 
leadership needed to replenish and rejuvenate their men and machines by standing 
down from operations until 12 August 1943.  As the men rested, target planners 
finalized details for a significant event, the anniversary of the VIII BC’s first heavy 
bomber mission -- the 17 August 1943 “double strike” operation against Schweinfurt 
and Regensburg. 

                                                 
13  For additional information on visual and “blind” bombing techniques available to the VIII BC, see Roger A. Freeman, 
Mighty Eighth War Manual, pages 45-52. Wesley F. Craven and James L. Cate in The Army Air Forces in World War II, 
Volume Two Europe: Torch to Point Blank, August 1942 to December 1943, pages 705-706, note that “good” flying 
conditions did not exist from the last two weeks in October 1943 through to February 1944, with the beginning of Big 
Week.  It is also noteworthy poor weather conditions affected the GAF.  According to "German Dayfighting in the Defense 
of the Reich, 15 September 1943 to the End of the War" by Generalleutnant Josef "Beppo" Schmid, during this same 
period the GAF experienced "considerable losses through icing, dimming of cockpit windows, and in landing on days 
when the cloud base was low" as cited in David C. Isby, Fighting the Bombers: The Luftwaffe's Struggle Against the Allied 
Bomber Offensive, page 146. 

 

LOCATION REGION 
JAN - MAR 

44 
APR - JUN 

44 
JUL - SEP 

44 
OCT - DEC 

44 
JAN - MAR 

45 
TOTAL 

# PER 

MONTH 

NW FRANCE 1 19 44 24 n/a n/a 87 10 

NE FRANCE 2 20 39 22 n/a n/a 81 9 

CENTRAL FRANCE 7 22 39 24 n/a n/a 85 9 

SW FRANCE 6 23 35 30 n/a n/a 88 10 

SE FRANCE 13 18 30 28 n/a n/a 76 8 

LOW LANDS 3 9 23 21 6 12 71 5 

NW GERMANY 4 9 20 21 5 11 66 4 

NE GERMANY 5 5 17 22 6 11 61 4 

NW CENTRAL GERMANY 8 7 22 24 3 13 69 5 

NE CENTRAL GERMANY 9 4 19 21 7 13 64 4 

SW CENTRAL GERMANY 10 8 20 22 3 16 69 5 

SE CENTRAL GERMANY 11 5 17 19 5 17 63 4 

S GERMANY 12 7 16 20 5 17 65 4 
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MAP 1.  EIGHTH AIR FORCE VISUAL DAYS 

 
SOURCE: The United States Strategic Bombing Survey, Military Analysis Division, Weather 
Factors in Combat Bombardment Operations in the European Theater, January 1947. 

 

 

A review of VIII BC operations (See Table 4) and a simple comparison of RAF BC with 

VIII BC operations (See Table 5) provide the basis for an initial assessment of the CBO 
between June and December 1943.  Any discussion of “Bomber” Harris and Ira Eaker’s 
respective conviction in their approach to the strategic bombing campaign leaves at 
least one inescapable observation: crews flying missions during daytime or nighttime 
faced no distinct advantage for surviving a tour of duty. 

 

TABLE 4.  SUMMARY OF VIII BOMBER COMMAND OPERATIONS 
17 AUGUST 1942 TO 31 DECEMBER 1943 

 
DATES OPERATIONS DISPATCHED EFFECTIVE FTR DAMAGED SALVAGED TOTAL F-D-S 

17 AUG 42 TO 23 JAN 43 30 1,550 52 967 62.4% 46 3.0% 357 23.0% 11 0.7% 414 26.7% 

27 JAN 43 TO 29 MAY 43 28 3,214 115 2,505 77.9% 142 4.4% 594 18.5% 20 0.6% 756 23.5% 

11 JUN 43 TO 4 OCT 43 38 95,82 252 7,155 74.7% 402 5.5% 2,764 28.8% 74 0.8% 3,240 33.8% 

8 OCT 43 TO 31 DEC 43 26 10,664 410 8,481 79.5% 413 3.9% 2,484 23.3% 82 0.8% 2,979 27.9% 

17 AUG 42 TO 31 DEC 43 122 25,010 205 19,108 76.4% 1003 4.0% 6,199 31.6% 187 0.7% 7,389 29.5% 

 

For each time frame, data is provided from left to right for the number of operations conducted 
[Operations], heavy bombers dispatched with the average number of bombers per operation [Dispatched], 
number of bombers credited with effective sorties and the percentage of those dispatched [Dispatched], 
the number of heavy bombers failing to return and the percentage of those dispatched [FTR], the number 
of heavy bombers damaged and the percentage of those dispatched [Damaged], the number of heavy 
bombers salvaged and the percentage of those dispatched [Salvaged] and finally the total number of heavy 
bombers failing to return, damaged, and salvaged and the percentage of those effective [Total F-D-S]. 
SOURCE: Roger A. Freeman, Mighty Eighth War Diary, pages 9 – 161. 
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TABLE 5.  RAF BOMBER COMMAND AND VIII BOMBER COMMAND 
COMPARISON OF OPERATIONS 

JUNE - DECEMBER 1943 
      RAF Bomber Command       VIII Bomber Command 

OPERATIONS SORTIES FTR RATE SORTIE/O FTR/O DATE OPERATIONS DISP FTR % D DISP/O FTR/O 

12 5,439 273 5.0% 453 23 JUN-43 7 1,521 85 5.6% 217 12 

11 5,835 174 3.0% 530 16 JUL-43 10 2,585 109 4.2% 259 11 

14 7,471 292 3.9% 534 21 AUG-43 8 2,037 107 5.3% 255 13 

10 5,063 195 3.9% 506 20 SEP-43 11 2,788 83 3.0% 253 8 

9 4,621 161 3.5% 513 18 OCT-43 7 2,234 175 7.8% 319 25 

9 4,534 153 3.4% 504 17 NOV-43 11 3,509 94 2.7% 319 9 

6 3,467 168 4.8% 578 28 DEC-43 10 5,572 162 2.9% 557 16 

71 36,430 1,416 3.9% 513 20 TOTAL 64 20,246 815 4.2% 316 13 

 
For each time frame under the RAF Bomber 
Command, data is presented from left to 
right detailing the number of operations 
conducted [OPERATIONS] number of sorties 
flown [SORTIES], number of bombers failing to 
return [FTR], rate of FTR [RATE], number of 
sorties flown per operation [SORTIES/O], and 
number of aircraft FTR per operation [FTR/O].  

 For each time frame under the VIII Bomber 
Command, data is presented from left to 
right detailing the number of operations 
flown [OPERATIONS] number of bombers 
dispatched [DISP], number of bombers failing 
to return [FTR], rate of FTR Dispatched [% D], 
number of bombers dispatched per operation 
[DISP/O], and number of aircraft FTR per 
operation [FTR/O]. 

 

SOURCE: Martin Middlebrook and Chris Everitt, The Bomber Command War Diaries: An Operational 
Reference Book, 1939-1945, pages 193 - 462 and Roger A. Freeman, Mighty Eighth War Diary, 
pages 9 - 161. 

 

DEFENDERS OF THE THIRD REICH 

 Unclear is the underlying intention and ultimate circulation of Goering’s August 

1939 pronouncement: “The Ruhr will not be subjected to a single bomb."  With little 
doubt, the claim meant to bolster the prestige of a Luftwaffe in competition with the 
Army for notoriety.  Even so, it is not clear if the Luftwaffe’s senior leadership at that 
moment held any private reservations about this claim.  Equally unclear is how far this 
pronouncement circulated outside the Luftwaffe.  If circulated intentionally to the 
German public, it is reasonable to assert that Goering sought to reassure German 
citizens that they had nothing to fear.  1939 Germany had survived a debilitating 
economic depression driven by the Great War reparations.  The Third Reich promised its 
citizens “guns and butter.”  The Fatherland and its citizens would be shielded from the 
then unknown realities of total war that hovered just beyond the horizon.  Distain for 
the RAF BC, as well as an unquestioned confidence that if necessary, the GAF could 
defend handily the Third Reich, undoubtedly influenced Goering.  Over time, however, 
Goering’s disconnect with reality, with its ultimate devastation of Germany, could not 
be denied.  As GAF General Joseph "Beppo" Schmid14 revealed after the war:  

Right from the start, the dayfighter component of the Reich Defense suffered from 
neglect by the Supreme Command of the Armed Forces and of the GAF.  They realized 
not at all, or very much too late, its importance for safeguarding the German armament 
potential. 
 

                                                 
14  Ending the war a Generalleutnant, Schmid was the intelligence chief of the Luftwaffe between January 1938 and 
November 1942 before given the command of I. Jagdkorps from September 1943 to November 1944.  He became 
Luftwaffe West commander for the balance of the war.  
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In the beginning of 1943, it was thought impossible that the enemy could at all carry out 
effective day raids.  Should the enemy try them, it was the conviction that he could be 
warded off by small German forces and with big enemy losses, and that the attacks 
could thus be prevented.  When things turned out differently, one surprise followed 
another.  For dayfighting, these surprises turned out to be technical and tactical 
catastrophes.  In both fields, dayfighting was very poorly prepared for large area 
defense with the German territory, and in both fields it was very slow to counteract any 
new move of the enemy, and was, therefore, always lagging behind. 
 
It may be expressly pointed out that the CinC Fighter Command had realized at a very 
early date the dangers of the USAAF bomber raids, the resulting situation for Germany 
in general, and for the fighter forces in particular.  His organizational, tactical, and, 
above all, technical demands were either not compiled with at all or much too late, and 
then only in part.  Thus, the methods of operations were developed and continually 
changed under unfavorable presuppositions all through the period of American 
daybomber warfare, from Spring 1943 up to the end of the war.

15
 

 

Well before the summer of 1943, British bombs proved Goering’s 1939 promise to 

be an empty one, if not a source of private and on occasion public ridicule.  The Ruhr 
endured many more than a “single bomb” and on 25 August 1940 bombs began raining 
on the Nazi capital – Berlin.  Those responsible for the defense of Germany found the 
task increasingly more challenging as the CBO mounted daylight and nighttime 
operations in growing frequency and more importantly with growing intensity.  Even 
more disconcerting for German leadership: the Americans pressed on with their daylight 
operations with only weather, not the German anti-aircraft defenses, compelling the VIII 
BC to turn back to England with their bombs.16  As revealed in Table 5, for June 1943 the 
RAF BC averaged 453 sorties per operation with a loss rate of 5.0% or 23 bombers per 
operation and the VIII BC averaged 217 sorties per operation with a loss rate of 5.6% or 
12 bombers per operation.  By December 1943 these numbers increased to 578 and 557 
respectively, with the respective loss rates dropping to 4.8% and 2.9% while losing 28 
and 16 bombers per operation.  Remarkably, the average for this entire period of 
operations the RAF BC loss rate was 3.9% and the VIII BC rate was 4.2%.  As combined 
operations increased in intensity, the GAF, while enjoying a few instances of success, 
lagged further behind in mounting an effective response to the British and American 
challenge for air supremacy over Europe.  

Measuring the effectiveness of the GAF’s defense of the Third Reich and the price 

paid for challenging the VIII BC is no longer limited to correlating data available for 
American bombers lost and claims made by heavy bomber gunners against German 
fighters.  Other data place the German situation into a more complete perspective (See 
Table 6).17  Comparing the GAF claims with the GAF airframes written off as result of 
“enemy” action offers an interesting array of data.  JG 1 for June 1943 made 35 claims 
and suffered 8 airframes written off for a ratio of .23 fighters lost for every heavy 

                                                 
15  "German Dayfighting in the Defense of the Reich, 15 September 1943 to the End of the War" by Generalleutnant Josef 
"Beppo" Schmid as cited in David C. Isby Fighting the Bombers: The Luftwaffe's Struggle Against the Allied Bomber 
Offensive, pages 140-141. 
 
16  Weather and other operational considerations forced operations to be cancelled or abandoned, but none were a 
direct or indirect result of intense GAF defensive activity. 
 
17  Available on the internet is Tony Wood’s website (www.luftboard.ndo.co.uk/tonywood.htm), which provides 
remarkable detail about the claims made by GAF fighter pilots regarding aircraft and Michael Holm's website 
(www.ww2.dk) provides an array of German documentation on many aspects of the GAF.  
 

http://www.cccccc.com/
http://www.cccc.com/
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TABLE 6.  GAF SINGLE AND TWIN ENGINE FIGHTER 
CLAIMS V. LOSSES 

 JUNE - DECEMBER 1943 
 

UNITS  JUN   JUL   AUG   SEP  

SINGLE CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO 

JG 1 35 8 0.23 37 34 0.92 42 14 0.33 1 21 21.00 

JG 2 18 19 1.06 51 54 1.06 55 52 0.95 64 70 1.09 

JG 3 3 12 4.00 10 111  11.10 14 6 0.43 20 24 1.20 

JG 11 38 6 0.16 57 17 0.30 13 7 0.54 8 27 3.38 

JG 26  30  25 41 1.64 12 36 3.00 10 47 4.70 

JG 27 1 22 22.00 1 28 28.00 7   7 5 0.71 

JG 51             

JG 54             

Total 95 97 1.02 181 285 1.57 143 115 0.80 110 194 1.76 

TWIN             

n/a             

             

UNITS  OCT   NOV   DEC   TOTAL  

SINGLE CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO 

JG 1 77 26 0.34 32 26 0.81 37 24 0.65 261 153 0.59 

JG 2 17 31 1.82 9 15 1.67 15 19 1.27 229 260 1.14 

JG 3 36 37 1.03 5 28 5.60 15 27 1.80 103 245 2.38 

JG 11 46 28 0.61 38 23 0.61 22 21 0.95 222 129 0.58 

JG 26 19 31 1.63 14 36 2.57 21 26 1.24 101 247 2.45 

JG 27 25 40 1.60 12 18 1.50 12 27 2.25 65 140 2.15 

JG 51 9 5 0.56  5   8  9 18 2.00 

JG 54 2 2 1.00 1 5 5.00 17 9 0.53 20 16 0.80 

Total 231 200 0.87 111 156 1.41 139 161 1.16 1010 1208 1.20 

UNITS  OCT   NOV   DEC   TOTAL  

TWIN CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO CLAIM LOSS RATIO 

ZG 1 7 8 1.14  1     7 16 2.29 

ZG 26 17 26 1.53 2 21 10.50 19 7 1.21 38 70 1.84 

ZG 76 7 14 2.00     23  7 14 2.00 

ZG 101             

NJG 1 1 5 5.00  2   2  1 9 9.00 

NJG 2 2 7 3.50  8   6  2 21 10.50 

NJG 3 2 13 6.50 9 8 .89  12  11 33 3.00 

NJG 4 1 1 1.00     6  1 7 7.00 

NJG 6 3 1 0.33     1  3 2 .67 

NJG 101 6 3 0.50  1     6 4 .67 

Total 40 75 1.88 11 40 3.64 19 57 3.00 70 172 2.46 

 
 

bomber claimed, while the JG 3 for the same period reported 3 claims while suffering 12 
losses; a ratio of 4.00 fighters written off for every bomber shot down. 18  Though 
tentative, the data nevertheless demonstrate the air war over Europe was not one-sided 
in favor of the GAF.  German fighter claims against the American heavy bombers were 
inflated (See Table 7).  Comparing the VIII BC assessment of all heavy bombers lost (FLAK 

+ FIGHTERS) to the GAF single and twin engine fighter claims (FIGHTERS) reveals that the 
VIII BC lost 815 heavy bombers of which 567 were assessed to have been shot down by 
GAF fighters, while the GAF alone claimed the destruction of 1,080 heavy bombers, a 
24.6% discrepancy. 19 

                                                 
18  Written off by “enemy” action probably indicates the fighter was destroyed or damaged beyond repair by Allied 
fighters or bombers.  There is no known correlation between the fighters written off and the number of pilots unable to 
fly combat as result of their aircraft being “written off.” 
 
19  VIII BC losses against GAF claims translate into a ratio of 1 heavy bomber lost for every 1.32 claimed by GAF fighter 
pilots (815 bombers lost to flak and fighters vice 1,080 bombers claimed by the GAF).  Heavy bomber crews claimed the 
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TABLE 7.  OFFICIAL VIII BC LOSSES V GAF SINGLE AND TWIN ENGINE FIGHTER CLAIMS 
JUNE - DECEMBER 1943 

 
 JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 

 VIII  GAF VIII GAF VIII GAF VIII GAF VIII GAF VIII GAF VIII GAF VIII GAF 

FLAK + FIGHTERS 85 n/a 109 n/a 107 n/a 83 n/a 175 n/a 94 n/a 162 n/a 815 n/a 

FIGHTERS 78 95 79 181 87 143 46 110 139 271 53 122 85 158 567 1,080 

 

 

What GAF leadership considered an acceptable loss ratio remains a mystery.  Yet 

some illuminating glimpses can be gathered from German senior leadership reaction to 
British and American operational efforts.  For example, on 9 March 1943 Hitler 
expressed “extreme displeasure” to his chief propagandist, Joseph Goebbels, regarding 
the course of the air war.  Eight days after the “double strike” mission to Schweinfurt 
and Regensburg, Field Marshall Erhard Milch, Goering's Deputy, on 25 August 1943 
stated: 

If we fail and the percentage of enemy aircraft shot down remains at the same level as 
up to the first half of July, we shall be crushed. . . .There is only one remedy.  That is for 
our fighters to hit the enemy so hard day and night that he is forced to abandon the 
policy of destroying our arms production. 

Milch assessed the GAF capable of inflicting a loss rate of 25 to 30 percent on the Allied 
bomber force.20  While unclear how Milch arrived at this range, his remarks are 
particularly insightful.  Not only did he criticize Goering’s leadership qualities and voiced 
skepticism of Goering’s claims of GAF successes, but more importantly Milch witnessed 
first-hand those areas bombed by the RAF BC and the VIII BC as well as had direct access 
to GAF after action reports.  We do not know if Milch recognized that between June and 
August 1943 only once, on 13 June 1943, did a VIII BC mission incur a loss rate of more  

TABLE 8.  VIII BC MISSIONS EXCEEDING A 10 PERCENT LOSS RATE 
 JUNE - DECEMBER 1943 

DATE UNIT TARGET RATE 

13 June 1943 4 WG Kiel 28.9% 

25 July 1943 1 WG Hamburg 12.2% 

26 July 1943 4 WG Hannover 16.4% 

28 July 1943 4 WG Oschersleben 12.5% 

12 August 1943 1 WG Bochum 12.6% 

17 August 1943 1 WG Schweinfurt 15.7% 

17 August 1943 4 WG Regensburg 16.2% 

6 September 1943 3 BD Stuttgart 11.5% 

6 September 1943 1 BD Targets of Opportunity 14.9% 

9 October 1943 1 BD Anklam 15.7% 

10 October 1943 3 BD Munster 21.8% 

14 October 1943 1 BD Schweinfurt 28.3% 

14 October 1943 3 BD Schweinfurt 11.4% 

13 November 1943 2 BD Bremen 11.9% 

                                                                                                                                                             
destruction of 2,599 fighters while the GAF reports 1,380 fighters lost to “enemy” action (American fighters and 
bombers) for a ratio of 1 GAF fighter lost for every 1.90 claimed destroyed by the heavy bombers crews.  
 
20  As cited in Edward B. Westermann, Flak: German Anti-Aircraft Defense, 1914-1945, pages 199, 223-224.  In support of 
Milch’s concerns, between 4-17 July 1943 the VIII BC dispatched 1,056 heavy bombers and lost 21 (1.9%), while the GAF 
claimed no less than 59 (5.6%) heavy bombers shot down.  Even accepting GAF’s assessments, Milch’s goal of a 25 to 30 
percent loss rate per mission appears to be beyond reach of proven GAF capabilities. 
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than 25 percent (See Table 8).  In fact, in its 64 operations involving 155 missions 
between June and December 1943, only 14 missions (9%) exceeded a loss rate of 10 
percent and of these in only 3 missions (1.9%) did the loss rate exceed 20 percent. 
 

During a 7 - 8 October 1943 conference on the “Homeland Defense Program,” held 

at Hitler’s Bavarian retreat, the Eagle’s Nest, in Obersalzberg, Goering unleashed this 
assessment: 

 
The Luftwaffe stands at the moment in its gravest crisis, at its lowest point. 
 

*    *    * 
The crisis is concentrated above all on the fighters, and certainly with the day fighters.  
And it is concentrated here because the people do not know the combat tactics of the 
fighters.  The population says: our fighters run away and come too late; the enemy mass 
formations fly undisturbed for hours and in parade formation [Nuremberger Formation]; 
that has become a slogan over our cities. 
 

*    *    * 
Then the flak.  Before they missed, and now they still miss.  They are only astounded 
when they occasionally hit something. . . .With respect to the flak it is said, perhaps 
rightly so, they can’t do it, it’s just not possible, when aircraft fly so high, they just can’t 
be shot down.

21
 

 

*    *    * 
I do reckon they’ve [the Jagdwaffe] lost their nerve.  The chief thing I’m to blame for is 
not having given the Jagdwaffe heavy caliber defensive weapons early enough and 
having failed to grasp the importance of the Flying Fortress. 
 

*    *    * 
This is final, however, the Jagdwaffe is going to give battle to the last man.  Those are 
my orders and I shall see them carried out regardless.  If it does not, it can go and join 
the infantry.  The German people doesn’t [sic] give a damn about Jagdwaffe’s losses.

22
 

 

It is unknown if, when, or to what degree of detail did the GAF fighter pilots learn of 

Goering’s displeasure or whether this displeasure contributed to a more determined 
effort to stop the bombers.  There is little doubt that the GAF was more determined 
during these seven days in October.  VIII BC survivors of the 17 August 1943 "double 
strike" mission, who participated on missions during the week of 8-14 October, validate 
to some degree the GAF’s extraordinarily response.  Multiple factors probably account 
for this GAF response.  The GAF pilots in the cockpits and not the leadership on the 
ground witnessed first-hand the lack of success in blunting the growing strength and 
effectiveness of the VIII BC.  Even before Goering's monologue was heard by the 
attendees at the Homeland Defense Program conference, a sense of urgency within the 
GAF became evident.  During the week of 7-14 October, for the first time, German night 
fighters flew against the VIII BC.  Whatever the motivation – patriotic defense of the 
skies over Germany or abject fear of transfer to the infantry with its implied threat of 
being sent to the Russian Front – the GAF pilots faced an enormous challenge with a 
limited capacity to counter consistently and effectively the VIII BC whenever and 
wherever its heavy bombers appeared in the skies over occupied Europe.   

                                                 
21  As cited in Edward B. Westermann, Flak: German Anti-Aircraft Defense, 1914-1945, pages 226-227.  
 
22  Hermann Goering, 7 October 1943, as cited in Johannes Steinhoff, The Last Chance: The Pilot’s Plot Against Goering, 
1944-1945, pages 35 and 113. 
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Illustrating the dilemma confronting the defenders of the Third Reich took place on 

the 9 October 1943 when the VIII BC conducted five missions to four targets: 
 

Mission 1: Anklam - 91, 303, 351, 379, 381, and 384 BGs 
Mission 2: Marienburg - 94, 95, 100, 385, and 390 BGs 
Mission 3: Gdynia-Danzig - 44, 93, 389, and 392 BGs 
Mission 4: Gdynia - 96 and 388 BGs 
Mission 5: Gdynia - 92, 305, and 306 BGs 
 

The tactical timetable proved a significant challenge to the GAF.  Only Mission 1 to 
Anklam where 18 out of 115 B-17s (15.7%) dispatched failed to return could the notion 
of GAF success be measured positively, though well short of Milch’s August 1943 
expectations for ultimate victory over the heavy bombers.  Mission 3 resulted in the loss 
of 2 out of 56 B-24s (3.6%) dispatched, while Missions 4 and 5 to Gdynia 6 B-17s failed 
to return from the total force of 112 B-17s (5.3%) dispatched.  Finally, the 10½ hour 
mission to Marienburg against the Focke-Wulf aircraft factory by 102 B-17s dispatched 
resulted in only 2 B-17s (1.9%) failing to return, while inflicting significant damage to the 
factory: an "extraordinarily successful example of daylight precision bombing."  Of the 
385 heavy bombers dispatched, 28 (7.3%) failed to return.  By all accounts, the VIII BC 
demonstrated its capability to conduct effectively long range missions contingent upon 
weather not impacting significantly the effective execution of a tactical timetable 
designed to stretch GAF fighter intercept capabilities.   

*    *    * 

During the late evening hours of 14 October, it is open to speculation as to Eaker’s 

innermost reflections about the price paid in men and machines for these seven days in 
October in general and to strike the ball bearing factories at Schweinfurt in particular.  
Certainly, the success of the 9 October operation could not be ignored.  Yet, this 
pressing question had no definitive answer: “Was the price paid for the activities of 8-14 
October an anomaly or a precursor of GAF capability to defend the Third Reich?”  We do 
not know if Eaker, through ULTRA or other intelligence sources and methods, grasped 
the nature of the German leadership perceptions and concerns about the American 
daylight as expressed by Milch, Goering, and others.  Certainly, reports from the 
returning American bomber crews of German night fighters present in the skies over 
Germany provided an undeniable indicator of an air force pulling out all of the stops. 23   

By the early morning hours of 15 October 1943, the impact of GAF activities could 

only be sobering.  Yet, Eaker’s confidence in the American daylight bombing doctrine, if 
shaken, even momentarily, would be admitted to no one.  Eaker understood precisely 
the VIII BC mission, and sensed correctly that the GAF was paying a significant price for 

                                                 
23 For another perspective, see AIR 401464 (page 47), dated 17 October 1943.  This document  provides two pieces of 
information gathered from various sources to include interviews of bomber crews returning from the 14 October 
Schweinfurt mission that were published as part of the 16 October Annex to the Intelligence Report for the Schweinfurt 
mission.  Regarding the information related to 306 BG  B-17 ”412,”  the observation of “inferior steel” used in a partially 
unexploded  20mm shell found in the cockpit area would raise at the time this question: What, if any, is the short term 
and long term impact the use of inferior steel have upon the German war effort?  Regarding 384 BG B-17 “026,” the 
question would be: What is the objective for a German tactic to use something slightly smaller than track and field sized 
discuses to either damage B-17s or disrupt a group formation?  One immediate answer: Fewer bombs reaching the 
intended target.  From a strategic perspective, however, analysts, subject matter experts, and grand strategists in London 
and Washington likely viewed this event as yet another indicator of a Berlin desperate for effective countermeasures to 
lessen the impact of the daylight air war on the overall German war effort. 
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its defensive efforts.  As Eaker wrote to General “Hap” Arnold, commander of the all 
army air forces in Washington on 15 October:   

Yesterday the Hun sprang his trap.  He fully revealed his countermeasure to our daylight 
bombing. . . .We must show the enemy that we can replace our losses.  He knows he 
cannot replace his.  We must continue the battle with unrelenting fury.  This we shall 
do.  There is no discouragement here.  We are convinced that when the totals are 
struck, yesterday’s losses will be far outweighed by the value of the enemy material 
destroyed. . . .Yesterday’s effort was not, as might at first appear, contrary thereto.  I 
class it pretty much as the last final struggles of a monster in his death throes.  There is 
not the slightest question but that we now have our teeth in the Hun Air Force’s neck.

24
  

Despite often repeated postwar pronouncements to the point they are treated as a 

“fact,” these seven days in October did not compel the VIII BC to issue a command 
decision requiring the cessation of long range missions.  Rather, the driving force for the 
lack of such missions for the balance of 1943 through to early 1944 rested squarely on 
waning daylight hours coupled with continued poor weather conditions over England 
and the continent.  Eaker would not, could not, did not need to issue such a command 
decision if for no other reason that “Hap” Arnold would waste little time finding a 
general who would press on regardless.  To be sure, the VIII BC needed to rest and 
replenish, much in the same way it did after Blitz Week in July 1943.  Equally certain, the 
defenders of the Third Reich did not wait long for the VIII BC to catch its breath; 
figuratively and literally.   

Unescorted long range missions into Germany shifted from a theoretical possibility 

to an operational, though at times costly, capability.  The success experienced at 
Marienburg could not be denied and would not be dampened by events of 14 October.  
In the final assessment, weather and not GAF effectiveness or efficiency proved to be 
the significant factor in the operation’s ultimate price in men and machines.  During the 
post-Schweinfurt period until Big Week in February 1944, even on the occasions when 
suitable weather conditions existed for a long range mission, the lack of sufficient 
daylight forced the target planners to consider other targets and continue 
experimentation with “blind bombing” techniques.   

By the time available daylight hours and weather cooperated with the VIII BC in 

February 1944, the P-51 Mustang had made its presence known and Big Week was 
primed to be launched.  With an array of P-38s, P-47s, and P-51s, the GAF designs 
envisioned by Milch for turning back the heavy bombers became immeasurably more 
complicated, if not altogether impossible.  By Big Week air war observers could not deny 
the irreversible shifting of Allied aerial supremacy in the daylight skies over Europe.  
Even the 69 heavy bombers lost on the 6 March 1944 Berlin operation (9.4% of the 730 
B-17s and B-24s dispatched) did not interrupt preparations for D-Day.  Forecast for the 
Third Reich collapse remained unchanged; confirmed in May 1945 by the shattered 
buildings throughout Germany in general and Berlin in particular.  The roots of this 
supremacy and eventual outcome took place well before the attack on Pearl Harbor 
with American air war doctrine still in its infancy and the American aviation industry in a 
peacetime mode.  Nor do we forget Rosie the Riveter, still at home, who would soon 
remove her apron, don overalls, and roll up her sleeves to work at one of the many 

                                                 
24  As cited in Thomas M. Coffey, Decision Over Schweinfurt: The U.S. 8th Air Force Battle for Daylight Bombing, pages 332-
333. 
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defense industry factories.  Severely tested, the American air power doctrine bent but 
did not break during these seven days in October. 

 

 

Three views of 42-5984, 390 BG, 568 BS, BI F, Rusty Lode which landed at 
Thorpe Abbotts on 10 October 1943 with severe battle damage that 
includes the trailing edge of the left wing between #1 and #2 engines.  
Though declared beyond repair, this B-17 returned to the 390 BG flying 
missions on 11 January 1944 through to 26 August 1944.  Eventually this 
B-17 returned to the US where on 9 October 1945, it was transferred to 
the Reclamation Finance Company at Altus Field, Oklahoma. 

EPILOGUE – 70 YEARS LATER 

Today the tone and tenor of an air campaign is strikingly different from that 

witnessed in October 1943.  No longer is there a need to assemble mass formations of 
aircraft with the expectation that a sufficient number of bombs would achieve some of 
the sought after results.  With 1943 technology and military capabilities, it cannot be 
readily determined how many B-17s and B-24s would be required and at what cost in 
men and machines to deliver the same effectiveness that today one pilot delivers flying 
one aircraft and launching one laser-guided bomb or one unmanned drone delivers.  
Technology not only has affected how bombs are dropped, but also how air space is 
defended as well as how an air defense capability is suppressed.  The conduct of an air 
campaign today is so sophisticated that it is beyond comprehension to envision ever 
again American crews fighting their way to and from a target as their forefathers did in 
the fall of 1943.   
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Even before dispatching the first heavy bomber sorties to the Sotteville-les-Rouen 

marshaling yards on 17 August 1942, General Eaker and the rest of the VIII BC 
leadership knew that the heavy bombers would benefit from fighter escort.  Yet, two 
realizations could not be ignored:  

1.  Most of the critical targets were beyond the range of the available fighters. 
 
2.  The air war would not be placed on hold in expectation for a technical solution to 
provide the sought after long range escort capability. 

 
By June 1943, with the CBO established, though not fully coordinated, the primary 
objectives for the VIII BC and the time constraints to accomplish them were not 
negotiable.  The limited options tested Eaker’s leadership skills and conviction.  The VIII 
BC could not afford to wait for the promise of technology, in the form of the P-51 
Mustang or sufficient long-range fuel tanks for the P-47 Thunderbolt, to make its 
presence felt in the skies over Europe.  Instead, Eaker’s men and machines pressed on 
regardless with the air war doctrine, constantly balancing strategic objectives against 
operational and non-operational constraints.   
 

*    *    * 

Nearly seven decades have passed since the sights, sounds, and smells of an air war 

last disrupted the tranquility of East Anglia, altering forever the lives of its inhabitants.  
Across this landscape, memorials stand today just as they do at Thermopylae to remind 
all who visit of the sacrifices made in the face of tyranny.  A few of the buildings 
abandoned I 1945 by the Americans stand today refurbished as museums.  Other 
bricked buildings and Quonset huts, a home away from home for so many Americans, 
are overgrown with bramble bushes with prickly scales, like the Greek phalanx, 
dissuading those uninvited from entering.  These abandoned, unrefurbished buildings, 
withstanding the torments of time, are dusted with a distinctively brilliant lime green 
powder-like moss.   

Unmercifully trashed by the propeller wash of B-17s and B-24s, today only a gentle 

summer breeze swishes lazily the golden grain surrounding the remnants of many hard 
stands, perimeter tracks, and runways.  As a late morning haze gives way to a cloudless, 
radiant blue sky, an inescapable eeriness is sensed that across the many airfields of East 
Anglia, hallowed ground is being trespassed.  Silence, once shattered regularly by the 
activities associated with air bases at war, is now broken by pheasants and rabbits 
bolting from one clump of cover to another.   

Nightfall brings a gentle breeze; temporary relief from the mid-summer heat.  A 

chilling shiver runs up the spine.  Locked within the innermost sanctums of the airfields 
dotting East Anglia are the collective experiences of men at war.  These experiences are 
universal and eternal; they cannot be arbitrarily reduced to one period in history, one 
nation, let alone one air force, one bombardment group, one aircraft, or even one crew 
member.  Even with 24 hour news coverage of world events, today’s generation is 
ostensibly sheltered from the horrors associated with war, especially the protracted 
level of horrors and uncertainties witnessed during the Second World War.  As we honor 
the men and women of today’s military, there remains the need to never forget what 
yesterday’s generation accomplished and never forget the ultimate sacrifice. 
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100TH
 BOMBARDMENT GROUP HISTORICAL DATA 

This section summarizes what is known about the 100 BG crews and aircraft during 

8-14 October 1943 and is based on official records as well as individual recollections.  
Comments, questions, or additional information are encouraged: Contact the 100 BG 
historian (MPFaley@aol.com) or the author (Piccadilly864@aol.com). 

 

O C T O B E R   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 TOTAL  

22 16 14    9 61 DISPATCHED 

19 13 12    7 51 EFFECTIVE 

3 3 4    1 11 RETURNED EARLY 

9  1    1 11 DAMAGED 

1  1     2 SALVAGED 

7  12     19 FAILED TO RETURN 

1       1 KILLED IN ACTION 

13  2     15 WOUNDED IN ACTION 

70  120     190 MISSING IN ACTION 

13 0 2    7 22 GAF DESTROYED 

0 0 1    0 1 GAF PROBABLE 

3 0 1    0 4 GAF DAMAGED 

 
O C T O B E R          

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 SERIAL SQD CODES NAME EVD INT KIA POW RTB 

P REM FTR     42-3229 349 XR A Pasadena Nena 1  2 7  

FTR       42-3233 350 LN R Our Baby    11  

  FL   E  42-3234 351 EP E Little Mike      

REM P FTR     42-3237 418 LD R Stymie    10  

 P FTO    P 42-3271 351 EP L Nine Little Yanks and a Jerk      

 P REM     42-3307 351 EP N Skipper      

FTR       42-3386 351 EP H Marie Helena   10   

CL 1SAD E     42-3393 418 LD Y Just-A-Snappin'   1  10 

 RES     P 42-3413 350 LN V Hard Luck      

REM P FTR     42-3433 350 LN W Lena    3 7  

AC       42-3474 351 EP B King Bee      

       42-3508 418 LD P Bastard’s Bungalow       

 P REM    P 42-3534 349 XR N Ol' Dad      

       42-5861 349 XR J Laden Maiden      

FTR       42-5864 351 EP A Piccadilly Lily   6 5  

A      A ? 42-5957 349 XR D X Horny [II]      

AC      A ? 42-5997 351 EP F Heaven Can Wait      

 P AC    P ? 42-6087 418 LD Z Royal Flush      

 P REM    P ? 42-6094 418 LD Q        

 REM FTR     42-30023 349 XR M Forever Yours   2 8  

P  FTR     42-30047 350 LN Q Sweater Girl   5 5  

  REO     42-30061 418 LD T Wolff Pack      

REM FTO     P 42-30062 418 LD O Terrynten      

  FTR     42-30087 351 EP M Shackrat   8 2  

A      REM 42-30088 349 XR E Squawkin Hawk      

 P FTR     42-30090 349 XR B El P'sstofo    10  

A       42-30091 418 LD S Blivit      

A       42-30152 418 LD X Messie Bessie      

FTR       42-30154 349 XR H War Eagle   1 9  

A       42-30170 349 XR G Hot Spit      

FTR       42-30358 350 LN X Phartzac   9 1  

      P 42-30380 350 LN P        

P       42-30487 349 XR F Torchy 3
rd

      

P P FTR     42-30723 351 EP D Sexy Suzy-Mother of Ten   6 4  

  FTR     42-30725 350 LN Z Aw-r-go   2 8  

 P FTR     42-30734 351 EP G Slightly Dangerous   3 7  

A       42-30758 418 LD W Rosie's Riveters      

AC       42-30796 351 EP K Sunny II      

 REM     P 42-30799 349 XR L The Bigassbird II      

FTR       42-30818 350 LN S Salvo Sal 1  1 8  

 RES FTR     42-30823 350 LN Y Invadin Maiden   5 5  

 P FTR     42-30830 418 LD U Mlle Zig Zig   1 10  

FTR       42-30840 350 LN O     5 5  

             2 0 70 122 10 

NOTE: Information on 42-5957; 42-5997; 42-6087; and 42-6094 needs to be resolved for 14 October 1943. 

mailto:MPFaley@aol.com
mailto:Piccadilly864@aol.com
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PARTICIPATING AIRCRAFT: A BRIEF HISTORY 
42-3229 349 XR A Pasadena Nena 
 01-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 30-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 P 
 09-Oct-43 REM; # 1 leaking oil 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA GF; Harskamp, The Netherlands 
   Lt John K. Justice; 1 EVD, 2 KIA, 7 POW; 
   E&E 283; MACR 1021 
 

42-3233 350 LN R Our Baby 

 
  

 02-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 01-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR AA; Bremen, Germany 
   Capt Bernard A. DeMarco; 11 POW;  
   MACR 950 
 

42-3234  351 EP E Little Mike 
 02-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 31-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 10-Oct-43 TDY to 390 BG;  
   Landing Incident; AF Wattisham 
 13-Oct-43  Salvaged 
 

42-3237 418 LD R Stymie 
 

 
 

 05-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 31-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 REM; # 1 propeller leaking oil 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA GF; Aalten, Germany 
   Lt John F. Stephens; 10 POW;  
   MACR 1030 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42-3271 351 EP L Nine Little Yanks and a Jerk 

 
 

 15-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 28-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 05-Jul-43 Gained from 91BG 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTO; Engine trouble 
 14-Oct-43 P 
 07-Mar-44 Salvaged 

 

42-3307 351 EP N Skipper 

 
 

 01-May-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 04-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 REM; # 2 running roughly 
 24-Jan-44 Take Off Incident; 1 KIA, 9 RTB 
 25-Jan-44 Salvaged 
 

42-3386 351 EP H Marie Helena 

 
 

 01-Jun-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 22-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR MID GSE; Bremen, Germany 
   2Lt Richard J. Gormley; 10 KIA  
   MACR 949 
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42-3393 418 LD Y Blakely's Provisional  Group 
    Just-A-Snappin' 

 
 

 02-Jun-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 04-Jul-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 Landing incident; RAF Ludham 
   Capt Everett Blakely; 6 RTB,1 KIA, 4 WIA  
 12-Oct-43 Salvaged 

 

42-3413 350 LN V Hard Luck! 

 
 

 08-Jun-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 19-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 RES 
 14-Oct-43 P 
 07-May-44 Unknown Incident  
 15-May-44 Salvaged  
   Returned to Group 
 14-Aug-44 FTR AA Falkengesass, ? 
   2Lt Donald E. Cielewich; 9 POW;  
   MACR 7899 

 

42-3433 350 LN W Lena 
 17-Jun-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 17-Jul-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 REM low oxygen pressure 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA; Munster, Germany 
   Lt Robert P. Kramer; 3 KIA, 7 POW;  
   MACR 1024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42-3474 351 EP B King Bee 

 
 

 
 

 01-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 30-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 AC 
 27-Dec-43 Landing Incident  
 31-Jan-44 Salvaged 
 

42-3508 418 LD P Jersey Lily 
    Bastard's Bungalow (II) 
 

 
 

 14-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 24-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 18-Mar-44 FTR GF; Ulm, Germany 
   2Lt Robert J. Horn; 10 POW;  
   MACR 3232 
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42-3534 349 XR L Ol' Dad 
  349 XR N 
  349 XR R 
 23-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 08-Sep-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 REM; # 2 and # 3 high temperature 
 14-Oct-43 P 
 27-Apr-44 FTR AA; Ardoye, France 
   Lt Winans C. Shaddix; 1 EVD, 9 POW; 
   E&E 1692; MACR 4268 
 

42-5861  349 XR J Laden Maiden 

 
 

 30-Mar-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 8-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 2-Aug-43 Landing Incident 
   Returned to group 
 23-Sep-43 REM; Could not keep up with formation 
 26-Nov-43 P 
 16-Dec-43 RES 
 30-Dec-43 FTR GF; Liry, France 
   Lt Marvin L. Leininger; 2 EVD 8 KIA; 
   E&E 565, 566; MACR 2020 

 

42-5864  351 EP A Piccadilly Lily 

 
 

 29-Mar-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 31-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR AA; Exploded Bremen, Germany 
   Capt Thomas E. Murphy; 6 KIA, 5 POW;  
   MACR 948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42-5957 349 XR D X Horny [II] 

 
 

 24-May-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 25-Jul-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 A 
 14-Oct-43 A; TBC 
 09-May-44 Salvaged 

 

42-5997 351 EP F Heaven Can Wait 

 
 

 11-Jun-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 15-Jul-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 AC 
 14 Oct -43 A; TBC  
 30-Dec-43 FTR GF; Les Rosiers, ? 
   2Lt Francis P. Smith; 8 EVD, 2 POW; 
   E&E 469, 726, 850, 2415; MACR 2019 
 

42-6087 418 LD Z Royal Flush 
    Harpers Ferry 

 
 

 16-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 04-Sep-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 AC 
 14-Oct-43 P; TBC 
 11-Aug-44 FTR AA; Mendon, ? 
   2Lt Alfred Aske Jr; 4 KIA, 5 POW;  
   E&E 1238, 2124; MACR 8074 
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42-6094 418 LD Q 
 20-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 05-Sep-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 REM; # 2 high oil temperature 
 14-Oct-43 P; TBC 
 27-Dec-43 Landing Incident  
 31-Jan-44 Salvaged 
 

42-30023 349 XR M Horny [Jul-43] 
    Forever Yours II  [Oct 43] 
 26-Mar-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 04-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 REM; ball turret door fell off in flight 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA; GF Munster, Germany 
   Lt Edward B. Stork; 2 KIA, 8 POW;  
   MACR 1022 
 

42-30047 350 LN Q Sweater Girl 
 30-Mar-43  Accepted into Inventory 
 01-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR MID; Ostbereh, ? 
   Lt Richard B. Atchinson; 4 KIA, 6 POW;  
   MACR 1031 
 

42-30061 418 LD Q Just-A-Snappin' 
  418 LD T Wolff Pack [Aug-43] 

 
 

 03-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 01-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 10-Oct-43 REO guns failed to operate 
 28-Jun-44 Returned to US  
 17-Apr-45 Brookley 
 NOTE: aircraft letter changed from Q to T sometime 

after 17 August 1943 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42-30062 418 LD O Bastard's Bungalow [Jun-43]   
    Terrynten [Oct-43]   
    Reilly's Racehorse  [Dec-43] 

 
 

 03-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 01-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 REM; # 2, # 3, and # 4 generators failed 
 09-Oct-43 FTO; ran off of runway 
 14-Oct-43 P 
 10-Feb-44 FTR GF; Hannover, Germany 
   Lt Arthur E. Scoggins; 1 KIA, 9 POW;  
   MACR 2383 
 

42-30087 351 EP M Shackrat 
 05-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 10-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA GF; Munster, Germany 
   Lt Maurice E. Beatty; 8 KIA, 2 POW;  
   MACR 1020 
 

42-30088 349 XR E Squawkin Hawk 

 
 

 
 

 05-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 29-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 A 
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 14-Oct-43 REM; BTG electrically heated shoe  
  malfunctioned 

 05-Nov-43 RAF Tangmere; 2 EVD, 1 KIA, 5 POW, 2 RTB 
 17-May-44 Returned to US  
 13-Dec-45 Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 

 

42-30090 349 XR B El P'sstofo 
 06-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 01-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA MID; Ost Berven, Germany 
   Lt William M. Beddow; 10 POW;  
   MACR 1027 
 

42-30091 418 LD S Blivit 
 06-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 16-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 A 
 21-Apr-44 Landing Incident; AF Eye; 10 KIS 
 05-May-44 Salvaged 
 

42-30152 418 LD X Messie Bessie 
 

 
 

 15-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 31-May-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 A 
 28-Apr-45 Salvaged 
 

42-30154 349 XR H War Eagle 
 15-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 01-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR AA; Bremen, Germany 
   2Lt Arthur H. Becktoft; 1 KIA, 9 POW;  
   MACR 953 
 

42-30170 349 XR G Torchy 2 [Jul-43] 
    Hot Spit [Oct-43] 
    Oh Nausea [Oct-43]  
    Ten Batty Boys [Nov-43]  
    Miss Carriage [Dec-43] 
    The Pride of the Century  
           [Mar-44] 
 17-Apr-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 09-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 A 
 06-Mar-44  FTR GF; Colnrode, Germany 
   Lt Coy I. Montgomery; 1 KIA, 9 POW;  
   MACR 3015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42-30358 350 LN X Phartzac 

 
 

 18-May-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 03-Jul-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR AA; Exploded Bremen, Germany 
   Lt Frank H. Meadows; 8 KIA, 2 POW;  
   MACR 947 
 

42-30380 350 LN W 
 21-May-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 30-Jun-43 Assigned to ETO 
 14-Oct-43 P 
 21-Jun-44 Returned to US 
 

42-30487 349 XR F Torchy 3rd 
    Laden Maiden 
 

 
 

 08-Jun-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 19-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43  P 
 20-Apr-44 Landing Incident; transferred to   

  Honington  
 

42-30723 351 EP D Holy Terror 
    Sexy Suzy Mother of Ten 
 15-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 31-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 P 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA GF; Xanten, Germany 
   Winston L. MacCarter; 6 KIA, 4 POW;  
   MACR 1026 
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42-30725 350 LN D Aw-r-go 
  350 LN Z 

 
 

 15-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 02-Sep-43 Assigned to ETO 
 10-Oct-43 FTR AA GF; Lienen, Germany 
   Capt Charles B. Cruikshank; 2 KIA, 8 POW 
   MACR 1028 
 

42-30734 351 EP G  Slightly Dangerous 
 17-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 04-Sep-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR GF; Hohenhalte, ? 
   Lt Charles H. Thompson; 3 KIA, 7 POW;  
   MACR 1023 
 

4230758 418 LD W "Rosie's Riveters" 
 

 
 

 22-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 31-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 A 
 04-Feb-44 FTR AA; Weisbaden, Germany  
   Lt Ross E. McPhee; 10 POW;  
   MACR 2344 

 

42-30796 351 EP K Sunny II 
  351 EP J 

 
 

 27-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 27-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 AC 
 30-Dec-43 Landing Incident; Harlseston, UK  
 02-Jan-44 Salvaged 
 

42-30799 349 XR L The Bigassbird II 
  349 XR J 

 
 

 27-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 19-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 REM; # 3 high oil temperature 
 14-Oct-43 P 
 06-Mar-44 FTR GF; Haseluenne, Germany 
   Lt William E. Murray; 3 KIA, 7 POW;  
   MACR 3017 

 

42-30818 350 LN S Salvo Sal 
 29-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 24-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR AA Wildershausen, Germany 
   Capt William H. MacDonald;  
   1 EVD, 1KIA, 8 POW; MACR 952 
 

42-30823 350 LN F Invadin' Maiden 
    The Gnome 
 30-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 05-Sep-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 RES 
 10-Oct-43 FTR GF; Munster, Germany 
   Lt Charles D. Walts; KIA, 5 POW;  
   MACR 1029 
 

42-30830 418 LD U M'lle Zig Zig 
 31-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 27-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 09-Oct-43 P 
 10-Oct-43 FTR GF; Munster, Germany 
   Lt John D. Brady; 1 KIA, 10 POW;  
   MACR 1023 
 

42-30840 350 LN O 
 31-Jul-43 Accepted into Inventory 
 24-Aug-43 Assigned to ETO 
 08-Oct-43 FTR AA; Damme, Germany 
   2Lt Herbert G. Nash Jr; 5 KIA, 5 POW;  
   MACR 951 
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FORMATION POSITIONS, GAF ENCOUNTERS, AND FATE OF CREWS 
)  

Roger A. Freeman’s The Mighty Eighth War Manual traces the variety of heavy bomber 

formations employed by the Eighth Air Force.  In October 1943, there generally existed a 21-
plane formation.  Each formation, referred to as group contained three squadrons -- Lead, High, 
and Low.  Some "groups" included a Trailing Squadron, which flew directly behind and below the 
"lead" squadron.  The term "group" refers to a formation not necessarily composed of aircraft 
assigned to the same numbered unit.  This caveat applies also to the term "squadron."  The term 
"high," and "low," refers to the altitude of the "squadron" in relation to the altitude of the lead 
"squadron."  Each "squadron" consists of smaller three aircraft "V" formations.  The numbering 
system is straight-forward.  The first aircraft of the squadron is #1, the aircraft to the right is #2, 
and the aircraft to the left is #3.  The lead aircraft of the next "V" is #4 and the aircraft to its right 
is #5 and so on.  The same numbering system is employed for the high and low squadron.   
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8 OCTOBER 1943 
SERIAL GRP CODE DATE POS TIME TYPE POSITION NOTES 

42-3393 100 418 Y 8 Oct 43 A01    CL E 

42-30758 100 418 W 8 Oct 43 A02    A 

42-3237 100 418 R 8 Oct 43 A03    REM 

42-30062 100 418 O 8 Oct 43 A04    REM 

42-30091 100 418 S 8 Oct 43 A05    A 

42-30152 100 418 X 8 Oct 43 A06    A 

42-3233 100 350 R 8 Oct 43 B01 1535   FTR 

42-3433 100 350 W 8 Oct 43 B02    REM 

42-30840 100 350 O 8 Oct 43 B03 1538   FTR 

42-30818 100 350 S 8 Oct 43 B04 1525+   FTR 

42-30358 100 350 X 8 Oct 43 B05 1508   FTR 

42-30047 100 350 Q 8 Oct 43 B06    P 

42-30487 100 349 F 8 Oct 43 B07    P 

42-3229 100 349 A 8 Oct 43 B08    P 

42-30154 100 349 H 8 Oct 43 B09 1514   FTR 

42-5864 100 351 A 8 Oct 43 C01 1525+   FTR 

42-5864 100 351 A 8 Oct 43 C01 1512 Fw 190 12 high  

42-5864 100 351 A 8 Oct 43 C01 1512 Fw 190 12 high  

42-5997 100 351 F 8 Oct 43 C02    AC 

42-30723 100 351 D 8 Oct 43 C03    P 

42-3474 100 351 B 8 Oct 43 C04    AC 

42-30796 100 351 K 8 Oct 43 C05    AC 

42 -3386 100 351 H 8 Oct 43 C06 1512 Fw 190 1 high FTR 

42-5957 100 349 D 8 Oct 43 D01    A 

42-30088 100 349 E 8 Oct 43 D02    A 

42-30170 100 349 G 8 Oct 43 D03    A 

 

CREWS 

LEAD SQUADRON 

42-3393 418 LD Y Just-A-Snappin' Crash Landing 
 Pilot Capt Everett E. Blakely RTB Seattle, Washington 
 Mission Pilot Maj John B. Kidd RTB 
 Co-Pilot Lt Charles A. Via Jr WIA Flew as Formation Control Officer 
 Navigator Lt Harry H. Crosby RTB Rockford, Illinois 
 Bombardier Lt James R. Douglass WIA 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Monroe B. Thornton RTB Newport, Tennessee 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Edmond C. Forkner  RTB Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt William F. McClelland WIA Manned the radio room gun;  
      Superior, Wisconsin 
 Waist Gunner S/Sgt Edward S. Yevich WIA 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Lester W. Saunders KIA Manned a waist gun; 
      Chicago, Illinois 

4230758 418 LD W "Rosie's Riveters" 
 Pilot Lt Robert Rosenthal P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Winifred Lewis P 
 Navigator Lt Ronald C. Bailey P 
 Bombardier Lt Clifford Milburn P 
 Top Turret Sgt Clarence C. Hall P 
 Radio Operator Sgt Michael Boccuzzi P 
 Ball Turret Sgt Ray H. Robinson P 
 Waist Gunner Sgt Loren Darling P 
 Waist Gunner Sgt John Schaffer P 
 Tail Gunner Sgt William DeBlasio P 

42-3237 418 LD R Stymie  REM 
 Pilot 2Lt John F. Stephens REM Brookings, South Dakota 
 Co-Pilot Lt Hoyt L. Smith REM Raleigh, Tennessee 
 Navigator 2Lt Rudolph Grum REM Detroit, Michigan 
 Bombardier 2Lt William J. Moore REM Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John Shay REM Fall River, Massachusetts 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Carl E. Battin REM Burlington, Iowa 
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 Ball Turret T/Sgt Max U. Drudge REM Wheatfield, Indiana 
 Left Waist S/Sgt William F. Young REM Sprague, Oregon 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George F. Knolle REM Sonoma, California 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Casimir A. Paczynski REM Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

42-30062 418 LD O Terrynten REM 
 Pilot Capt Charles B. Cruikshank REM Everett, Massachusetts 
 Co-Pilot Lt Glenn E. Graham REM Freedom, Pennsylvania 
 Navigator Capt Frank D. Murphy REM Atlanta, Georgia 
 Bombardier Lt August H. Gaspar REM Oakland, California 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Leonard R. Weeks REM Nampa, Indiana 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Orlando E. Vincenti REM Carbondale, Pennsylvania 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Robert L. Bixler REM Bisbee, Arizona 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Donald B. Garrison REM El Dorado, Illinois 
 Right Waist S/Sgt James M. Johnson REM Hartford, Connecticut 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Charles A. Clark REM Highland Park, Illinois 

42-30091 418 LD S Blivit 
 Pilot Capt David L. Miner P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Herbert A. Alf P 
 Navigator Lt D. F. Berthlof P 
 Bombardier Lt George R. Jones P 
 Top Turret Sgt Albert Zikorus P 
 Radio Operator Sgt William C. Libbert P 
 Ball Turret Sgt Varden I. Butler P 
 Left Waist Sgt Leonard D. Malcut P 
 Right Waist Sgt Sam Pry  P 
 Tail Gunner Sgt June E. Roberson P 

42-30152 418 LD X Messie Bessie 
 Pilot Lt Walter “Chief” L. Moreno P 
 Co-Pilot Lt John W. Phelan P 
 Navigator Lt William L. Baker P 
 Bombardier Lt Paul Ledbetter P 
 Top Turret Sgt Wade G. Dowell P 
 Radio Operator Sgt Alexander G. Lee P 
 Ball Turret Sgt Ned G. Eaton P 
 Left Waist Sgt Afton C. Johnson P 
 Right Waist Sgt Albert R. Howell P 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Marvin G. Burton P 

HIGH SQUADRON 

42-3233 350 LN R Our Baby MACR 950 
 Mission Pilot Maj Gale W. Cleven POW Odessa, Texas 
 Pilot Capt Bernard A. DeMarco POW Mayfield, Kansas 
 Co-Pilot FO James P. Thayer POW Akron, Ohio 
 Navigator Lt John W. Downs POW Provo, Utah 
 Bombardier Lt Francis C. Harper POW Fairbanks, Alaska 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Jerome K. Ferroggiaro POW 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Thornton Stringfellow POW Culpeper, Virginia 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt William J. Williams POW 
 Left Waist S/Sgt William R. Woodbury POW Auburn, Maine 
 Right Waist T/Sgt Benjamin J. Barr POW Houston, Texas 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Harry C. Calhoun POW Springfield, Missouri 

42-3433 350 LN W Lena REM 

 Pilot 2Lt Robert P. Kramer REM Fairport, New York 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Edward F. Connelly Jr REM New Rochelle, New York 
 Navigator 2Lt Hugh S. Geiger Jr REM Tallahassee, Florida 
 Bombardier 2Lt Thomas B. Casey Jr REM Portland, Maine 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Dean O. Todd REM Oakland, California 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt James A. Watkins REM Princeton, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Donald M. Glaze REM Gaston, Indiana 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Fred B. Moore REM Harlingen, Texas 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George A. White REM East Liverpool, Ohio 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Harvey F. James REM Jamestown, New York 

42-30840 350 LN O  MACR 951 

 Pilot 2Lt Herbert G. Nash Jr KIA Albania, West Virginia 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Robert E. Speas KIA Sterling, Kansas 
 Navigator 2Lt John P. Hart POW Alloway, New Jersey 
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 Bombardier 2Lt Vernon N. Hogsett POW Longmont, Colorado 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Patrick J. Neilon KIA San Antonio, Texas 
 Radio Operator S/Sgt Thomas B. Dilts KIA Cleveland, Ohio 
 Ball Turret Sgt Thaddeus L. Kirkpatrick POW Celina, Tennessee 
 Left Waist Sgt George D. Snyder POW Akron, Ohio 
 Right Waist Sgt Stanley Nowakowski POW Buffalo, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Joe Bost KIA Newton, North Carolina 

42-30818 350 LN S Salvo Sal MACR 952 
 Pilot Lt William H. MacDonald POW El Dorado, Arkansas 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John L. James Jr POW Yeadon, Pennsylvania 
 Navigator 2Lt Carl L. Spicer EVD Mendon, Ohio 
 Bombardier 2Lt Frank P. McGlinchey POW Brooklyn, New York 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Charles W. Ashbaugh POW Leechburg, Pennsylvania 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Fred Pribish POW Joliet, Illinois 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Ross W. Detillion POW St Maries, Iowa 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Douglas H. Agee KIA Saltillo, Texas 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Victor P. Intoccia POW Brooklyn, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Paul G. Sears POW Somerset, Kentucky 

42-30358 350 LN X Phartzac  MACR 947 
 Pilot Lt Frank H. Meadows KIA San Francisco, California 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Lloyd W. Evans KIA Artesia, New Mexico 
 Navigator 2Lt Frank B. Bush KIA Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 Bombardier 2Lt William C. Hubbard POW Crawfordsville, Indiana 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Harold R. Jackson KIA Cushing, Oklahoma 
 Radio Operator S/Sgt Robert H. Wussow KIA Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Richard H. Agor KIA Shamokin, Pennsylvania 
 Left Waist Sgt Dexter B. Pate KIA Booneville, Mississippi 
 Right Waist S/Sgt James F. Ward KIA Woodside, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Vincent D. Sapone KIA Schenectady, New York 

42-30047 350 LN Q Sweater Girl 
 Pilot 2Lt Charles D. Walts P Georgetown, Indiana 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Jerome H. Wallace P Robbinsdale, Minnesota 
 Navigator 2Lt Louis H. Oss P Cumberland, Maryland 
 Bombardier 2Lt Richard C. Dodson P Monroe, Georgia 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Clyde M. Walker P Cement, Oklahoma 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Travis D. Brumbeau P San Antonio, Texas 
 Ball Turret Sgt Henry A. Gratzfeld P Galveston, Texas 
 Left Waist Sgt Frank E. Fetherston P New York City, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Thomas F. Murphy P Maynard, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner Sgt William O. Higginbotham P Decatur, Georgia 

42-30487 349 XR F Torchy 3rd 

 Pilot 2Lt Owen “Cowboy” D. Roane  P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Arthur “Bud” C. Stipe P 
 Navigator Lt Omar Gonzales P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Curtis K. Campbell P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Robert A. Stuart P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Clarence R. Tomb P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Robert O. Stroble P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Richard Detweiler P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt James Jarvie P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Patrick J. Healy P 

42-3229 349 XR A Pasadena Nena 

 Pilot Lt John K. Justice P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John F. Shields P American Lake, Washington 
 Navigator 2Lt Peter Battisti P Elmira, New York 
 Bombardier 2Lt William C. Brothers P Birmingham, Alabama 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John F. McDonough P Newark, New Jersey 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Richard E. Whitlock P Terre Haute, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Stanley S. Stopa P Niagara Falls, New York 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Robert E. Bergendahl P Eltingville, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Harry Hafko P Barnesboro, Pennsylvania 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Gaetano D. Sportelli P Bridgeport, Connecticut 
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42-30154 349 XR H War Eagle  MACR 953 
 Pilot 2Lt Arthur H. Becktoft POW Arlington, Virginia 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Clifford M. Spencer POW Rapid City, South Dakota 
 Navigator 2Lt Walter Nichols Jr POW Birmingham, Alabama 
 Bombardier 2Lt Robert L. Miller POW Louisville, Kentucky 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Elmer J. Williams POW Truesdale, Missouri 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Floyd A. Lowe KIA Carthage, New York 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Charles E. Marengo POW Roxbury, Massachusetts 
 Left Waist Sgt Edward J. Hoffman Jr POW Struthers, Ohio 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Henry T. Popielarski POW Detroit, Michigan 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Andy P. Stanley POW Pennington Gap, Texas 

LOW SQUADRON 

42-5864  351 EP A Piccadilly Lily  MACR 948 
 Mission Pilot Capt Alvin L. Barker KIA Sherman, Texas 
 Pilot Capt Thomas E. Murphy KIA Waltham, Massachusetts 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Marshall F. Lee KIA Rock Falls, Illinois 
 Navigator Lt Charles C. Sarabun POW Bridgeport, Connecticut 
 Bombardier Lt Floyd C. Peterson POW Cloquet, Minnesota 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John J. Ehlen POW Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Derrell C. Piel KIA Hinton, Iowa 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Reed A. Hufford POW Homestead, Pennsylvania 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Gerald O. Robinson POW Cedar Springs, Michigan 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Elder D. Dickerson KIA McAlester, Oklahoma 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Aaron A. David KIA Weleetka, Oklahoma 

42-5997 351 EP F Heaven Can Wait 

 Pilot 2Lt William M. Beddow P Birmingham, Alabama 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Richard W. Brooks P West Roxbury, Massachusetts 
 Navigator 2Lt Israel Levine P Los Angeles, California 
 Bombardier 2Lt Milton E. Harness P Sulphur Springs, Texas 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Dan Q. James P LaFollette, Tennessee 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt John L. Sullivan P Jersey City, New Jersey 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Walter E. Zoldak P Willimantic, Connecticut 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Robert J. Lynch P Winchester, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Samuel M. Hicks P Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Richard R. Munger P Phoenix, New York 

42-30723 351 EP D Sexy Suzy Mother of Ten 
 Pilot 2Lt Howard Keel P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Robert K. Edgley P 
 Navigator 2Lt Alexander G. Park P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Ruben C. Kelsey P 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Frederick A. Kornblum P 
 Radio Operator S/Sgt Thomas P. Hastings P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Claire J. Phelan P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt George L. Ferron P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Andrew J. Guglieri P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Harry A. Koerner P 

42-3474 351 EP B King Bee 
 Pilot 2Lt Maurice E. Beatty P Cove, Ohio 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt James B. Dabney Jr P Los Angeles, California 
 Navigator 2Lt Grady Moyle P Albemarle, North Carolina 
 Bombardier 2Lt Reid E. Griffiths P Salt Lake City, Utah 
 Top Turret T/Sgt George C. Burgess P Richmond, Virginia 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Alfred Loguidice P Newburgh, New Jersey 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Morton Levine P Somerville, New Jersey 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Edward C. Karamol P Toledo, Ohio 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Angelo J. Licato P Brooklyn, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Smith J. Young P Newdale, North Carolina 

42-30796 351 EP K Sunny II 
 Pilot 2Lt John T. Griffin P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Elbert W. Johnson P 
 Navigator 2Lt Thomas R. Kizak P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Edward L. Dunlap P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Raymond M. Harlo P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Roy O. Howell P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Pascal A. Delpriore P 
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 Left Waist S/Sgt Bernard G. Siegel P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Sidney L. Nicholas P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Don L. Pilgrim P 

42-3386 351 EP H Marie Helena  MACR 949 

 Pilot 2Lt Richard J. Gormley KIA Washington, DC 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Edward J. Fox KIA Norfolk, Virginia 
 Navigator 2Lt Peter T. Motta KIA Woodland, California 
 Bombardier 2Lt William J. Heath KIA Newport, Washington 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Jay B. McPhee KIA Wayne, Michigan 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Dale A. Von Seggern KIA Lafayette, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Donald R. Hilton KIA Grandview, Michigan 
 Left Waist S/Sgt William A. Avery Jr KIA Benton Harbor, Michigan 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Charles Pressley KIA Chapman, Alabama 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Clay E. Rife KIA Kansas City, Missouri 

TRAILING SQUADRON 

42-5957 349 XR D X Horny [II] 
 Pilot Lt Henry M. Henington P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Homer A. Tripp P 
 Navigator Lt Daniel L. Schmucker P 
 Bombardier Lt Howard J. Kelly P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Russell G. Gilbert P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Joseph W. Rodrick P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Nathan F. Holton P 
 Left Waist Sgt Anthony E. Ruda P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George P. Gineikis P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Charles Hantusch P 

42-30088 349 XR E Squawkin Hawk 
 Pilot Capt Robert H. Lohof P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Robert L. Phillips Jr P 
 Navigator Lt William E. Vaden P 
 Bombardier Lt Paul T. Davis P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Sidney A. Goldenberg P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Guy L. Brown P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Vern R. Lines P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt James M. Butler P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Richard L. David P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt George W. Briggs P 

42-30170 349 XR G Hot Spit [Oct-43] 

 Pilot 2Lt Edward G. Stork P Ozone Park, New York 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John S. Minerich Jr P Keewatin, Minnesota 
 Navigator 2Lt John J. Gibbons P Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Bombardier 2Lt Arthur C. Twitchell Jr P Westhampton Beach, New York 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Laurence Willey P Bridgeville, Delaware 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Stefan C. Palmer P Salem, Massachusetts 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Paul M. Caveny P Springfield, Illinois 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Douglas C. Brown P Bronx, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Gordon W. Shields P Hudson Falls, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Ira G. Turner P Windom, Minnesota 

DETACHED TO 390 BG 

42-3234  351 EP E Little Mike  DETACHED TO 390 BG 

 CREW TO BE DETERMINED 
 Pilot  
 Co-Pilot  
 Navigator  
 Bombardier  
 Top Turret  
 Radio Operator  
 Ball Turret  
 Left Waist  
 Right Waist  
 Tail Gunner  
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9 OCTOBER 1943 
SERIAL GRP CODE DATE POS TIME TYPE POSITION NOTES 

42-30830 100 418 U 9 Oct 43 A01    P 

42-3237 100 418 R 9 Oct 43 A02    P 

42-6087 100 418 Z 9 Oct 43 A03    P 

42-30723 100 351 D 9 Oct 43 A04    P 

42-30090 100 349 B 9 Oct 43 A05    P 

42-30023 100 349 M 9 Oct 43 A06    REM 

42-3433 100 350 W 9 Oct 43 B01    P 

42-6094 100 418 Q 9 Oct 43 B03    P 

42-30799 100 349 L 9 Oct 43 C01    REM 

42-3534 100 349 N 9 Oct 43 C02    P 

42-3229 100 349 A 9 Oct 43 C03    REM 

42-3271 100 351 L  9 Oct 43 C04    P 

42-30734 100 351 G 9 Oct 43 C05    P 

42-3307 100 351 N 9 Oct 43 C06    P 

42-3413 100 350 V 9 Oct 43 Z00    RES 

42-30823 100 350 F 9 Oct 43 Z00    RES 

42-30062 100 418 O 9 Oct 43 Z00    FTO 

42-30170 100 349 G 8 Oct 43 D03    A 

 

 
 

42-3502 94 BG, 410 BS, GL V, Virgin’s Delight leaving Marienburg on 9 October 1943. 

 

CREWS 

LEAD SQUADRON 

42-30830 418 LD U M'lle Zig Zig 

 Command Pilot Col Neil “Chick” B. Harding P  
 Pilot Capt Charles B. Cruikshank P Everett, Massachusetts 
 Co-Pilot Lt Glenn E. Graham P Freedom, Pennsylvania 
 Navigator Capt Frank D. Murphy P Atlanta, Georgia 
 Bombardier Lt August H. Gaspar P Oakland, California 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Leonard R. Weeks P Nampa, Indiana 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Orlando E. Vincenti P Carbondale, Pennsylvania 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Robert L. Bixler P Bisbee, Arizona 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Donald B. Garrison P El Dorado, Illinois 
 Right Waist S/Sgt James M. Johnson P Hartford, Connecticut 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Charles A. Clark P Highland Park, Illinois 
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42-3237 418 LD R Stymie 
 Pilot 2Lt John F. Stephens P Brookings, South Dakota 
 Co-Pilot Lt Hoyt L. Smith P Raleigh, Tennessee 
 Navigator 2Lt Rudolph Grum P Detroit, Michigan 
 Bombardier 2Lt William J. Moore P Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John Shay P Fall River, Massachusetts 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Carl E. Battin P Burlington, Iowa 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Max U. Drudge P Wheatfield, Indiana 
 Left Waist S/Sgt William F. Young P Sprague, Oregon 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George F. Knolle P Sonoma, California 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Casimir A. Paczynski P Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

42-6087 418 LD Z Royal Flush 

 Pilot Lt Robert Rosenthal P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Winifred Lewis P 
 Navigator Lt Ronald C. Bailey P 
 Bombardier Lt Clifford Milburn P 
 Top Turret Sgt Clarence C. Hall P 
 Radio Operator Sgt Michael Boccuzzi P 
 Ball Turret Sgt Ray H. Robinson P 
 Waist Gunner Sgt Loren Darling P 
 Waist Gunner Sgt John Schaffer P 
 Tail Gunner Sgt William DeBlasio P 

42-30723 351 EP D Sexy Suzy Mother of Ten 

 Pilot 2Lt Maurice E. Beatty P Cove, Ohio 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt James B. Dabney Jr P Los Angeles, California 
 Navigator 2Lt Grady Moyle P Albemarle, North Carolina 
 Bombardier 2Lt Reid E. Griffiths P Salt Lake City, Utah 
 Top Turret T/Sgt George C. Burgess P Richmond, Virginia 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Alfred Loguidice P Newburgh, New Jersey 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Morton Levine P Somerville, New Jersey 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Edward C. Karamol P Toledo, Ohio 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Angelo J. Licato P Brooklyn, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Smith J. Young P Newdale, North Carolina 

42-30090 349 XR B El P'sstofo 
 Pilot Capt Robert H. Lohof P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Robert L. Phillips Jr P 
 Navigator Lt William E. Vaden P 
 Bombardier Lt Paul T. Davis P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Sidney A. Goldenberg P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Guy L. Brown P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Vern R. Lines P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt James M. Butler P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Richard L. David P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt George W. Briggs P 

42-30023 349 XR M Forever Yours  REM 
 Pilot 2Lt Edward G. Stork REM Ozone Park, New York 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John S. Minerich Jr REM Keewatin, Minnesota 
 Navigator 2Lt John J. Gibbons REM Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Bombardier 2Lt Arthur C. Twitchell Jr REM Westhampton Beach, New York 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Laurence Willey REM Bridgeville, Delaware 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Stefan C. Palmer REM Salem, Massachusetts 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Paul M. Caveny REM Springfield, Illinois 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Douglas C. Brown REM Bronx, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Gordon W. Shields REM Hudson Falls, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Ira G. Turner REM Windom, Minnesota 

HIGH SQUADRON 

42-3433 350 LN W Lena 
 Pilot Lt William D. DeSanders P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Edward K. Moffly P 
 Navigator Lt Anthony P. Gospodar P 
 Bombardier Lt James P. Fitton P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Vern M. Best P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt George Rudden P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Steve Bosser P 
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 Left Waist S/Sgt Paul A. Vrabec Jr P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt    P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Floyd P. Bullard P 

42-6094 418 LD Q 

 Pilot Capt David L. Miner P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Herbert A. Alf P 
 Navigator Lt D. Berthlof  P 
 Bombardier Lt George R. Jones P 
 Top Turret Albert Zikorus P 
 Radio Operator William C. Libbert P 
 Ball Turret Varden I. Butler P 
 Left Waist Leonard D. Malcuit P 
 Right Waist Sam Pry   P 
 Tail Gunner June E. Roberson P 

LOW SQUADRON 

42-30799 349 XR L The Bigassbird II  REM 
 Pilot Lt Sam L. Barr  REM 
 Co-Pilot FO Dan Barna  REM 
 Navigator 2Lt Howard D. Bassett REM 
 Bombardier 2Lt Joseph P. Armanini REM 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Robert E. Cliff REM 
 Radio Operator Michael J. Tanowigch REM 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Max Russ REM 
 Left Waist S/Sgt William Ohl REM 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Hobart Spires REM 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt James T. Hiten REM 

42-3534 349 XR N Ol' Dad 
 Pilot Lt Magee C. Fuller P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Winton L. MacCarter P Holland Patent, New York 
 Navigator Lt Harold L. Weachter P Bartonville, Illinois 
 Bombardier Lt George H. Ziegler P Laramie, Wyoming 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Jack C. Rogers P Lynchburg, Virginia 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Alexander F. Sawicki P Three Rivers, Massachusetts 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Robert W. Sandy P Joplin, Missouri 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Raymond J. Manley P Malden, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Roy D. Graff P Worthington, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Cosimo A. DeMonica P Jamaica, New York 

42-3229 349 XR A Pasadena Nena  REM 

 Pilot Lt John K. Justice REM 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John F. Shields REM American Lake, Washington 
 Navigator 2Lt Peter Battisti REM Elmira, New York 
 Bombardier 2Lt William C. Brothers REM Birmingham, Alabama 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John F. McDonough REM Newark, New Jersey 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Richard E. Whitlock REM Terre Haute, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Stanley S. Stopa REM Niagara Falls, New York 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Robert E. Bergendahl REM Eltingville, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Harry Hafko REM Barnesboro, Pennsylvania 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Gaetano D. Sportelli REM Bridgeport, Connecticut 

42-3271 351 EP L Nine Little Yanks and a  Jerk 

 Pilot Lt Robert L. Hughes P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Donald S. Davis P 
 Navigator Lt Leonard W. Wickens P 
 Bombardier Lt Richard E. Ellliot P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Gerald Gulick P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Joseph E. Boyle P 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Horace Barnum P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Talmage P. Buntin P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt   P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Robert L. McKimmy P 

42-30734 351 EP G  Slightly Dangerous 
 Pilot 2Lt Charles H. Thompsen P Payson, Illinois 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Ross McEuen P Miami, Arizona 
 Navigator 2Lt Edward R. Jones P Jefferson City, Missouri 
 Bombardier 2Lt William J. Sprow Jr P Sandusky, Ohio 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Richard E. Derby P Elkhart, Indiana 
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 Radio Operator Sgt Jack Stern  P Brooklyn, New York 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Jesse W. Cook Jr P Belle Creek, North Carolina 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Floyd M. Cahall P Red Oak, Virginia 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Charles L. Nessel P Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Donald E. Leech P Ambler, Pennsylvania 

42-3307 351 EP N Skipper 
 Pilot 2Lt William M. Beddow P Birmingham, Alabama 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Richard W. Brooks P West Roxbury, Massachusetts 
 Navigator 2Lt Israel Levine P Los Angeles, California 
 Bombardier 2Lt Milton E. Harness P Sulphur Springs, Texas 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Dan Q. James P LaFollette, Tennessee 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt John L. Sullivan P Jersey City, New Jersey 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Walter E. Zoldak P Willimantic, Connecticut 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Robert J. Lynch P Winchester, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Samuel M. Hicks P Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Richard R. Munger P Phoenix, New York 

TO BE DETERMINED 

42-3413 350 LN V Hard Luck!  RES 
 Pilot 2Lt Robert P. Kramer RES Fairport, New York 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Edward F. Connelly Jr RES New Rochelle, New York 
 Navigator 2Lt Hugh S. Geiger Jr RES Tallahassee, Florida 
 Bombardier 2Lt Thomas B. Casey Jr RES Portland, Maine 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Dean O. Todd RES Oakland, California 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt James A. Watkins RES Princeton, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Donald M. Glaze RES Gaston, Indiana 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Fred B. Moore RES Harlingen, Texas 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George A. White RES East Liverpool, Ohio 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Harvey F. James RES Jamestown, New York 

42-30823 350 LN F Invadin' Maiden  RES 
 Pilot 2Lt Charles D. Walts RES Georgetown, Indiana 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Jerome H. Wallace RES Robbinsdale, Minnesota 
 Navigator 2Lt Louis H. Oss RES Cumberland, Maryland 
 Bombardier 2Lt Richard C. Dodson RES Monroe, Georgia 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Clyde M. Walker RES Cement, Oklahoma 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Travis D. Brumbeau RES San Antonio, Texas 
 Ball Turret Sgt Henry A. Gratzfeld RES Galveston, Texas 
 Left Waist Sgt Frank E. Fetherston RES New York City, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Thomas F. Murphy RES Maynard, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner Sgt William O. Higginbotham RES Decatur, Georgia 

42-30062 418 LD O Terrynten [Oct-43]   FTO 
 Pilot Lt Richard B. Atchison Jr FTO Madera, California 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Willard Secor FTO Lexington, Massachusetts 
 Navigator 2Lt Kenneth Baron FTO Rochester, New York 
 Bombardier 2Lt Sol Goldstein FTO Bronx, New York 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Russell W. Bennett FTO Anita, Pennsylvania 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Elder E. Lisch FTO Appleton, Wisconsin 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Clarence A. Coombs  FTO Lisbon, Maine 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Westley M. Field FTO Lexington, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Elliott O. Preble FTO Newburyport, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Van T. Wright FTO Phoenix, Arizona 
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10 OCTOBER 1943 
SERIAL GRP CODE DATE POS TIME TYPE POSITION NOTES 

42-30830 100 418 U 10 Oct 43 A01    FTR 

42-6087 100 418 Z 10 Oct 43 A02    AC 

42-6094 100 418 Q 10 Oct 43 A03    REM 

42-30725 100 350  Z 10 Oct 43 A04    FTR 

42-30047 100 350 Q 10 Oct 43 A05    FTR 

42-3237 100 418 R 10 Oct 43 A06    FTR 

42-3307 100 351 N 10 Oct 43 B01    REM 

42-30723 100 351 D 10 Oct 43 B02    FTR 

42-30734 100 351 G 10 Oct 43 B03    FTR 

42-3534 100 349 N 10 Oct 43 B04    REM 

42-3229 100 349 A 10 Oct 43 B05    FTR 

42-3433 100 350 W 10 Oct 43 B06    FTR 

42-30087 100 351 M 10 Oct 43 B07    FTR 

42-30823 100 350 F 10 Oct 43 C01    FTR 

42-30090 100 349 B 10 Oct 43 C02    FTR 

42-30023 100 349 M 10 Oct 43 C03    FTR 

42-30061 100 418 T 10 Oct 43 C04    REO 

42-3271 100 351 L 10 Oct 43 Z00    FTO 

Flew with the 390 Bomb Group  

42-3234 100 351 E 10 Oct 43 A05    FL 

42-3234 100 351 F 10 Oct 43 A05 1506 Bf 109 7 low  

42-3234 100 351 F 10 Oct 43 A05 1507 Bf 109 2 level  

42-3234 100 351 F 10 Oct 43 A05 1513 Fw 190 5 level  

 

CREWS 

LEAD SQUADRON 

42-30830 418 LD U M'lle Zig Zig  MACR 1029 

 Pilot Capt John D. Brady POW Victor, New York 
 Mission Pilot Maj John C. Egan POW Manitowoc, Wisconsin 
 Co-Pilot Lt John L. Hoerr POW Baltimore, Maryland 
 Navigator Lt David Solomon POW San Francisco, California 
 Bombardier Lt Howard B. Hamilton POW Augusta, Kansas 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Adolf Blum POW Camillus, New York 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Joseph E. Hafer POW Tampa, Florida 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Roland D. Gangwer POW Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
 Left Waist T/Sgt George J. Petrohelos POW Chicago, Illinois 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Harold E. Clanton KIA Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt James A. McCusker POW Niagara Falls, New York 

42-6087 418 LD Z Royal Flush 
 Pilot Lt Robert Rosenthal P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Winifred Lewis P 
 Navigator Lt Ronald C. Bailey P 
 Bombardier Lt Clifford Milburn P 
 Top Turret Sgt Clarence C. Hall P 
 Radio Operator Sgt Michael Boccuzzi P 
 Ball Turret Sgt Ray H. Robinson P 
 Waist Gunner Sgt Loren Darling P 
 Waist Gunner Sgt John Schaffer P 
 Tail Gunner Sgt William DeBlasio P 

42-6094 418 LD Q  REM 

 Pilot Capt David L. Miner REM 
 Co-Pilot Lt Herbert A. Alf REM TBC 
 Navigator Lt D. F. Berthlof REM TBC  
 Bombardier Lt George R. Jones REM TBC  
 Top Turret Sgt Albert Zikorus REM TBC  
 Radio Operator Sgt William C. Libbert REM TBC  
 Ball Turret Sgt Varden I. Butler REM TBC  
 Left Waist Sgt Leonard D. Malcut REM TBC  
 Right Waist Sgt Sam Pry  REM TBC  
 Tail Gunner Sgt June E. Roberson REM TBC  
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42-30725 350 LN Z Aw-r-go  MACR 1028 
 Pilot Capt Charles B. Cruikshank POW Everett, Massachusetts 
 Co-Pilot Lt Glenn E. Graham POW Freedom, Pennsylvania 
 Navigator Capt Frank D. Murphy POW Atlanta, Georgia 
 Bombardier Lt August H. Gaspar POW Oakland, California 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Leonard R. Weeks POW Nampa, Indiana 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Orlando E. Vincenti KIA Carbondale, Pennsylvania 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Robert L. Bixler POW Bisbee, Arizona 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Donald B. Garrison POW El Dorado, Illinois 
 Right Waist S/Sgt James M. Johnson POW Hartford, Connecticut 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Charles A. Clark KIA Highland Park, Illinois 

42-30047 350 LN Q Sweater Girl  MACR 1031 

 Pilot Lt Richard B. Atchison Jr POW Madera, California 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Willard Secor KIA Lexington, Massachusetts 
 Navigator 2Lt Kenneth Baron POW Rochester, New York 
 Bombardier 2Lt Sol Goldstein POW Bronx, New York 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Russell W. Bennett POW Anita, Pennsylvania 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Elder E. Lisch KIA Appleton, Wisconsin 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Clarence A. Coombs KIA Lisbon, Maine 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Westley M. Field KIA Lexington, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Elliott O. Preble KIA Newburyport, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Van T. Wright POW Phoenix, Arizona 

42-3237 418 LD R Stymie  MACR 1030 

 Pilot 2Lt John F. Stephens POW Brookings, South Dakota 
 Co-Pilot Lt Hoyt L. Smith POW Raleigh, Tennessee 
 Navigator 2Lt Rudolph Grum POW Detroit, Michigan 
 Bombardier 2Lt William J. Moore POW Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John Shay POW Fall River, Massachusetts 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Carl E. Battin POW Burlington, Iowa 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Max U. Drudge POW Wheatfield, Indiana 
 Left Waist S/Sgt William F. Young POW Sprague, Oregon 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George F. Knolle POW Sonoma, California 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Casimir A. Paczynski POW Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

HIGH SQUADRON 

42-3307 351 EP N Skipper REM 

 CREW TO BE DETERMINED 
 Pilot    REM 
 Co-Pilot    REM 
 Navigator    REM 
 Bombardier    REM 
 Top Turret    REM 
 Radio Operator    REM 
 Ball Turret    REM 
 Left Waist    REM 
 Right Waist    REM 
 Tail Gunner    REM 

42-30723 351 EP D Sexy Suzy Mother of Ten MACR 1027 
 Pilot 2Lt William M. Beddow KIA Birmingham, Alabama 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Richard W. Brooks POW West Roxbury, Massachusetts 
 Navigator 2Lt Israel Levine KIA Los Angeles, California 
 Bombardier 2Lt Milton E. Harness POW Sulphur Springs, Texas 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Dan Q. James POW LaFollette, Tennessee 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt John L. Sullivan KIA Jersey City, New Jersey 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Walter E. Zoldak KIA Willimantic, Connecticut 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Robert J. Lynch KIA Winchester, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Samuel M. Hicks KIA Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Richard R. Munger POW Phoenix, New York 

42-30734 351 EP G  Slightly Dangerous  MACR 1023 

 Pilot 2Lt Charles H. Thompsen POW Payson, Illinois 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Ross McEuen POW Miami, Arizona 
 Navigator 2Lt Edward R. Jones KIA Jefferson City, Missouri 
 Bombardier 2Lt William J. Sprow Jr POW Sandusky, Ohio 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Richard E. Derby POW Elkhart, Indiana 
 Radio Operator Sgt Jack Stern  POW Brooklyn, New York 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Jesse W. Cook Jr POW Belle Creek, North Carolina 
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 Left Waist S/Sgt Floyd M. Cahall KIA Red Oak, Virginia 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Charles L. Nessel KIA Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Donald E. Leech POW Ambler, Pennsylvania 

42-3534 349 XR N Ol' Dad REM 

 CREW TO BE DETERMINED 
 Pilot    REM 
 Co-Pilot    REM 
 Navigator    REM 
 Bombardier    REM 
 Top Turret    REM 
 Radio Operator    REM 
 Ball Turret    REM 
 Left Waist    REM 
 Right Waist    REM 
 Tail Gunner    REM 

42-3229 349 XR A Pasadena Nena  MACR 1021 
 Pilot Lt John K. Justice EVD 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John F. Shields KIA American Lake, Washington 
 Navigator 2Lt Peter Battisti POW Elmira, New York 
 Bombardier 2Lt William C. Brothers POW Birmingham, Alabama 
 Top Turret T/Sgt John F. McDonough POW Newark, New Jersey 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Richard E. Whitlock POW Terre Haute, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Stanley S. Stopa POW Niagara Falls, New York 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Robert E. Bergendahl POW Eltingville, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Harry Hafko POW Barnesboro, Pennsylvania 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Gaetano D. Sportelli KIA Bridgeport, Connecticut 

42-3433 350 LN W Lena  MACR 1024 
 Pilot 2Lt Robert P. Kramer KIA Fairport, New York 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Edward F. Connelly Jr POW New Rochelle, New York 
 Navigator 2Lt Hugh S. Geiger Jr POW Tallahassee, Florida 
 Bombardier 2Lt Thomas B. Casey Jr POW Portland, Maine 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Dean O. Todd POW Oakland, California 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt James A. Watkins POW Princeton, Indiana 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Donald M. Glaze KIA Gaston, Indiana 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Fred B. Moore POW Harlingen, Texas 
 Right Waist S/Sgt George A. White KIA East Liverpool, Ohio 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Harvey F. James POW Jamestown, New York 

42-30087 351 EP M Shackrat  MACR 1026 

 Pilot 2Lt Maurice E. Beatty KIA Cove, Ohio 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt James B. Dabney Jr POW Los Angeles, California 
 Navigator 2Lt Grady Moyle KIA Albemarle, North Carolina 
 Bombardier 2Lt Reid E. Griffiths KIA Salt Lake City, Utah 
 Top Turret T/Sgt George C. Burgess KIA Richmond, Virginia 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Alfred Loguidice KIA Newburgh, New Jersey 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Morton Levine KIA Somerville, New Jersey 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Edward C. Karamol POW Toledo, Ohio 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Angelo J. Licato KIA Brooklyn, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Smith J. Young KIA Newdale, North Carolina 

LOW SQUADRON 

42-30823 350 LN F Invadin' Maiden  MACR 1025 
 Pilot 2Lt Charles D. Walts POW Georgetown, Indiana 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Jerome H. Wallace KIA Robbinsdale, Minnesota 
 Navigator 2Lt Louis H. Oss POW Cumberland, Maryland 
 Bombardier 2Lt Richard C. Dodson KIA Monroe, Georgia 
 Top Turret S/Sgt Clyde M. Walker KIA Cement, Oklahoma 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Travis D. Brumbeau POW San Antonio, Texas 
 Ball Turret Sgt Henry A. Gratzfeld KIA Galveston, Texas 
 Left Waist Sgt Frank E. Fetherston KIA New York City, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Thomas F. Murphy POW Maynard, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner Sgt William O. Higginbotham POW Decatur, Georgia 

42-30090 349 XR B El P'sstofo  MACR 1020 

 Pilot Lt Winton L. MacCarter POW Holland Patent, New York 
 Co-Pilot FO Daniel Barna POW Clifton, New Jersey 
 Navigator Lt Harold L. Weachter POW Bartonville, Illinois 
 Bombardier Lt George H. Ziegler POW Laramie, Wyoming 



Seven Days in October 

41 | P a g e  

 Top Turret T/Sgt Jack C. Rogers POW Lynchburg, Virginia 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Alexander F. Sawicki POW Three Rivers, Massachusetts 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Robert W. Sandy POW Joplin, Missouri 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Raymond J. Manley POW Malden, Massachusetts 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Roy D. Graff POW Worthington, Massachusetts 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Cosimo A. Demonica POW Jamaica, New York 

42-30023 349 XR M Forever Yours II  [Oct 43]  MACR 1022 

 Pilot 2Lt Edward G. Stork POW Ozone Park, New York 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt John S. Minerich Jr POW Keewatin, Minnesota 
 Navigator 2Lt John J. Gibbons KIA Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Bombardier 2Lt Arthur C. Twitchell Jr POW Westhampton Beach, New York 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Laurence Willey POW Bridgeville, Delaware 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Stefan C. Palmer KIA Salem, Massachusetts 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Paul M. Caveny POW Springfield, Illinois 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Douglas C. L. Brown POW Bronx, New York 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Gordon W. Shields POW Hudson Falls, New York 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Ira G. Turner POW Windom, Minnesota 

42-30061 418 LD T Wolff Pack [Aug-43] REO 

 CREW TO BE DETERMINED 
 Pilot    REO 
 Co-Pilot    REO 
 Navigator    REO 
 Bombardier    REO 
 Top Turret    REO 
 Radio Operator    REO 
 Ball Turret    REO 
 Left Waist    REO 
 Right Waist    REO 
 Tail Gunner    REO 

42-3271 351 EP L Nine Little Yanks and a  Jerk FTO 

 Pilot Lt Robert L. Hughes FTO 
 Co-Pilot Lt Donald S. Davis FTO 
 Navigator Lt Leonard W. Wickens FTO 
 Bombardier Lt Richard E. Ellliot FTO 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Gerald Gulick FTO 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Joseph E. Boyle FTO 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Horace Barnum FTO 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Talmage P. Buntin FTO 
 Right Waist S/Sgt   FTO 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Robert L. McKimmy FTO 
 

 Official records are incomplete regarding the operational history of the 100 BG     
B-17s participating on 14 October.  Nine B-17s took off, with one a scheduled spare.   
Information needs to be confirmed regarding which B-17s the Howard Keel crew (42-
5957 or 42-5997) and John Flanigan crew (42-6087 or 42-6094) flew.  The information 
below represents the best assessment of the available data to include eye witness 
accounts.   

 

14 OCTOBER 1943 
SERIAL GRP CODE DATE POS TIME TYPE POSITION NOTES 

42-3271C 100 351 L 14 Oct 43     P 

42-3413 100 350 V 14 Oct 43     P 

42-3534 100 349 N 14 Oct 43     P 

42-5997 100 351 F 14 Oct 43     A (TBC) 

42-5957 100 349 D 14 Oct 43     A (TBC) 

42-6087 100 418 Z 14 Oct 43     P (TBC) 

42-6094 100 418 Q 14 Oct 43     P (TBC) 

42-30062 100 418 O 14 Oct 43     P 

42-30088 100 349 E 14 Oct 43     REM 

42-30380 100 350 P 14 Oct 43     P 

42-30799 100 349 L 14 Oct 43     P 
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CREWS 

FLEW WITH 95
TH

 BG 

42-3271 351 EP L Nine Little Yanks and a Jerk 

 Pilot Lt Robert L. Hughes P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Donald S. Davis P 
 Navigator Lt Leonard W. Wickens P 
 Bombardier Lt Richard E. Ellliot P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Gerald Gulick P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Joseph E. Boyle P 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Horace Barnum P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Talmage P. Buntin P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt   P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Robert L. McKimmy P 

42-5997 351 EP F Heaven Can Wait 

42-5957 349 XR D X Horny [II] 
NOTE: There are two entries for this crew.  Ruben Kelsey’s diary indicates the crew flew “Heaven 
Can Wait.”  The 8 Air Force mission summary indicates that one 100 BG B-17 received “A” 
category battle damage (42-25957), which is not a valid B-17 serial number.  The number could 
be 42-5957, but allowing for two typos instead of one the serial could also be 42-5997. 
 Pilot 2Lt Howard Keel P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Robert K. Edgley P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Ruben C. Kelsey P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Frederick A. Kornblum P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Thomas P. Hastings P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Claire J. Phelan P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt George L. Ferron P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Andrew J. Guglieri P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Harry A. Koerner P 

42-30062 418 LD O Terrynten [Oct-43]    
 Pilot Capt Frank G. Lauro P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Emanuel “Joe” E. Gresamar P 
 Navigator Lt Emery Horvath P 
 Bombardier Lt Walter Green P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Dewey Thompson P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Nelson King P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Murray Schrier P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Gerald A. Will P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt William R. Heathman P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Arthur R. Tirrel P 

42-6087 418 LD Z Royal Flush 

42-6094 418 LD Q  

NOTE: To be confirmed: Whether John Flanigan’s crew flew on board 42-6087 or 42-6094. 
 Pilot 2Lt John “Skippy” J. Flanigan P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Douglas E. Dunsdon P 
 Navigator 2Lt Rudolph Grum P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Earl L. Richardson P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Guy M. Tuccero P 
 Radio Operator S/Sgt Adam “Rudy” E. Rutkowski P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Guerino “Bill” Melchiorre P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Frederick “Farmer” D. Brown P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Salvatore J. Luistro P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Jack L. Strang P 

FLEW WITH 390
TH

 BG 

42-30799 349 XR L The Bigassbird II   

 Pilot 2Lt Owen “Cowboy” D. Roane  P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Arthur “Bud” C. Stipe P 
 Navigator Lt Omar Gonzales P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Curtis K. Campbell P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Robert A. Stuart P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Clarence R. Tomb P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Robert O. Stroble P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Richard Detweiler P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt James Jarvie P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Patrick J. Healy P 
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42-3534 349 XR N Ol' Dad  
 Pilot Capt Robert H. Lohof P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Robert L. Phillips Jr P 
 Navigator Lt William E. Vaden P 
 Bombardier Lt Paul T. Davis P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Sidney A. Goldenberg P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Guy L. Brown P 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Vern R. Lines P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt James M. Butler P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Richard L. David P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt George W. Briggs P 

42-30380 350 LN P   

 Pilot Lt William G. Lakin P 
 Co-Pilot Lt Keith A. Sprague P 
 Navigator Lt Robert G. Milam P 
 Bombardier Lt Duncan L. McCormac P 
 Top Turret Sgt James W. Cunningham P 
 Radio Operator Sgt Eugene E. Beister P 
 Ball Turret Sgt Clarance “Bud” A. Butts P 
 Left Waist Sgt Alfred J. Michini P 
 Right Waist Sgt Daniel F. Feagins P 
 Tail Gunner Sgt Thomas A. Kendall P 

42-3413 350 LN V Hard Luck!   

 Pilot 2Lt Donald M. Mitchell P 
 Co-Pilot 2Lt Yandell S. Warren P 
 Navigator 2Lt Carl M. Davidson P 
 Bombardier 2Lt Earl G. Hafen P 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Charles A. Mabey P 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt John K. Beard P 
 Ball Turret T/Sgt Woodrow W. McCurry P 
 Left Waist S/Sgt Fay A. Hulsey P 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Harold F. Hodgdon P 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt Donald A. McAllister P 

FLEW WITH ?  

42-30088 349 XR E Squawkin Hawk REM 

 Pilot Lt William R. Flesh REM TBC 
 Co-Pilot Lt John G. Gossage REM TBC 
 Navigator To Be Determined REM TBC 
 Bombardier Lt James J. Lux REM TBC 
 Top Turret T/Sgt Harold L. Pope REM TBC 
 Radio Operator T/Sgt Conner D. Brewster REM TBC 
 Ball Turret S/Sgt Franis G. Dolsen REM TBC 
 Left Waist S/Sgt George P. Gineikis REM TBC 
 Right Waist S/Sgt Leon E. MacDonald REM TBC 
 Tail Gunner S/Sgt James Maracsco REM TBC 
 

CREW RECOLLECTIONS FROM 14 OCTOBER 1943: 
"Black Thursday," flew with the 95th BG that day because 100th could only put up 8 aircraft after the 
Munster Mission.  We flew “Heaven Can Wait"  I have memories of seeing more B-17's shot down than 
I had ever seen or would ever see again. Both myself and BTG got credit for shooting down 2 enemy 
fighters.  Mine was a FW190.   

42-6087 or 42-6094 - Lt Ruben Kelsey, Bombardier on Lt Howard Keel Crew; (5th Mission) 

 
"Long hard flight, lots of opposition.  FW 190's, Me 109's, Ju 88's.  Flak was heavy and close over the 
target.  Hits on the plane, “Bud” Butts shot down one from the ball and Tom Kendall got one from the 
tail gunners position.  Target: Ball Bearings.   

42-300380 - Lt Keith Sprague, Copilot and Lt Duncan McCormac, Bombardier on Lt William Lakin Crew 
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Second Schweinfurt 
by 

Owen "Cowboy" D. Roane 
"A Day in the Life of a Cowboy" 

 
 Four days after the Munster catastrophe, our crew was called to briefing for another mission. Our 
briefing room was not crowded, because there seemed to be almost as many on stage to tell us how to fly 
the mission as there were participants in the venture. Scheduled as Air Boss of the Hundredth Bomb Group 
was not a colonel, major, captain nor lieutenant. It befell a lowly Flight Officer called Cowboy Roane. It was 
great to have such trust placed on such a young, insignificant member of the group. It would be another 
quick thrust into Pas de Calis in all probability. It seemed strange that only a handful of crews were in the 
audience, and none of the old time warriors of the originals were there with their overwhelming presence. I 
knew we were short of aircraft and crews since the drastic reductions we had experienced earlier in 
October, but the showing here seemed to emphasize the negative. Eight crews stood at attention when 
Colonel Harding took the stage. We were advised that our effort today would do much to shorten the war. 
Too bad the dependable leaders were going to miss out on the honor of this day. He wished us good luck 
and good bombing and took his seat rather abruptly. Major Minor Shaw next took the stand with his long, 
but not too long, pointer to show us the way. On opening the curtain we were all surprised when our red 
string of designation did not lead to the French coast but stretched far beyond. It stretched past Brussels, 
Belgium to a point deep into Germany. When our eyes became fairly focused on the turnaround, we saw an 
old familiar town named Schweinfurt. Time for reminiscing would come later out at trusty Bigassbird, as we 
must now lend an ear to the briefing. 

 Beyond Aachen, Germany, the First Air Division with some hundred and sixty planes was to continue 
along the briefed track while the Third Air Division with like number of bombers would turn south, flying 
along the Belgian-German border. The First Division was to draw off most enemy fighters as it flew to a 
point north of Frankfort am Main, where it would take a southeasterly course to its IP just southwest of 
Schweinfurt. The Third Division was to continue to fly south along the Belgian-German border to 
Luxembourg then turn back toward the target arriving just after the First Division had dropped their bombs. 
The Second Division with sixty B-24s was to take a more southerly direction and arrive in Schweinfurt 
immediately after we of the Third Division had departed the target. The route we were to take would 
detour around the heavy concentrations of flak and we were to have P-47 escort to almost the point we 
would turn south in case enemy fighters chose our Division for devastation. We were briefed for 350 single 
engine with a generous sprinkling of twin engine fighters lobbing missiles at us. I was to take our group to 
rendezvous with the Thirteenth Combat Wing, with four of us joining the 390th Bomb Group and Lieutenant 
Hughes would lead the other four planes to join the 95th Bombardment Group. We were assured the other 
groups would be expecting us and they had reserved spaces for us to join the party. We hoped they 
wouldn't put us too far away from the orchestra. Weather would be as weather was expected to be over 
England. We would climb through the clouds and be in the clear when time came to search out our 
sponsoring groups. 

 Briefing was soon over with time for those wishing to have another or first time meeting with their 
respective chaplain. Happily, there were enough Sky Pilots to administer almost individually to those 
needing help. Most in my crew had already made their peace with God soon after learning our destination 
that day. It didn't strain our memory to recall what had happened at Schweinfurt just two months before. I 
pondered the thought that maybe I should have stayed in the hospital one more week. 

 We had an abundance of transportation to take us out to our plane with no one having to hang on the 
side, nor ride on the hood. I got to know our navigator during our walk around to kick the tires. He was 
Omar Gonzales who had been recently aced out of his position as Group Navigator to replace Daniel 
Schmucker who had taken this opportunity to go to Wing and start teaching how to fly and bomb with the 
benefit of RADAR, whatever that was. I had the benefit of his services for only that one mission, because on 
the fifth of November, Omar and the other non-pilot members of his crew of the day were given the 
opportunity of walking back to Thorpe Abbotts from somewhere deep within the Rhur Valley as the aircraft 
was deemed unfit for further flight. However the two pilots, Gossage and Flesh found the lighter plane 
could struggle on, so they returned to land in England. When I left the 100th to return to the States, Omar 
had not yet made it back. 

 One other man went with us that day and for the rest of my missions. He was an assistant engineer 
who replaced one of my waist gunners who had trouble distinguishing Spitfires from enemy fighters. He 
was assured of a new career in the Air Corps when he assaulted my wingman with a fifty caliber machine  
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gun. He was reassigned to the Military Police detachment. The new man was Richard O. Detweiler who 
stayed with me for the rest of my tour and he became flight engineer after Robert Stuart finished his 
missions. Detweiler had previously flown with another pilot of the Group who had his wings shot off on a 
mission, so he couldn't' fly anymore. I am positive that I never wore mine in combat situations. 

 Before loading onto the aircraft I passed some time with Campbell. He was the same cheerful and 
assuring member of the crew. He said "Roane, we are not going to get back from this mission." I thanked 
him for his reassurance. Jim Brown tells the Schweinfurt story thus: 

 On the 14th, a Thursday, the decision was taken to attack the ball bearing plants at Schweinfurt. As 
usual the details were transmitted by teletype and were followed by a cryptic message from General 
Anderson, of Eighth Bomber Command: "This air operation today is the most important air operation yet 
conducted in the war. The target must be destroyed. It is of vital importance to the enemy..." 

 Although a "Maximum effort" had been called for, the Hundredth could only scrape up eight planes, so 
it was decided to divide the crews into two flights. Four, led by Owen Roane, would fly with the 390th. The 
other four, led by Robert Hughes, would fly with the 95th. 

 The plan called for a three pronged attack-the First and Third Bombardment Divisions would cross 
Holland some thirty miles apart, while sixty B-24s from the Second Division would fly south on a parallel 
course. Overcast over Norfolk hampered the Liberators assembly and only twenty-nine could find the 
formation, they 'made a diversionary feint towards Emden instead.' 

 As for the Hundredth, the Thirteenth Combat Wing released its bombs through flak and the smoke at 
14.54 with 'excellent results,' with the 390th 'being the most successful group.' Despite the rockets and 
constant fighter attacks, the planes made it back to the French coast, crossing at 16.45, to make for Beachy 
Head, from where despite cloud and poor visibility, the crews located Thorpe Abbotts. 

 For once the Century Bombers had been lucky. They were the only Group not to have suffered injury or 
loss, although the gunners 'put in a claim for seven enemy fighters.' The crews were amazed as the story 
slowly unfolded-sixty B-17's were missing; five had crashed on their return. Twelve more were written off in 
crash landings, or were only fit for scrap, while 121 required repairs. 

 In all, nearly 600 men were missing, while five dead and nearly fifty wounded were taken out of the 
planes on their return. 

 As for the damage, three of the bearing plants' were heavily hit' and it took six months before two 
returned to full production. Work at largest, the Kugelfischer Plant, was only stopped for six weeks." 

 While the foregoing report is interesting and correct, perhaps a birds eye view of the matter would 
help do justice for this very significant mission. 

 Our crew chief and all the other ground personnel seemed to be extra solicitous of our crew that day. 
Did they suspect or otherwise have a clue to the magnitude of our pending venture? At any rate our engine 
start and taxi out seemed to be a more solemn occasion than usual. Despite the weather, we were green 
lighted and made our takeoff. I collected our meager flight and headed for rendezvous with the 390th which 
were just where they were supposed to be though at different altitude because of the weather over East 
Anglia. Anglia being the place where Angles dwell, perhaps we could expect invisible additions to our 
formation because the Thirteenth Combat Wing now consisted of two composite groups instead of three 
regular. Before we departed the Island our Wing leader tucked us into the lead Wing as though we were 
part of it. He slowed us down on right turns and increased our speed on left turns to remain in tight 
formation to the Initial Point. The lower Wing had only two groups also and took similar actions so the Third 
Division appeared a one larger than normal combat wing. Whether or not this maneuver worked to our 
benefit, I recall losing only one B-17 from our Division enroute to the target. We did see one fighter group of 
P-47 lending penetration support, but no P38s nor Spitfires. The leaders of our effort were unknown to me 
at the time; however, they have become known to me much later. Leading the Third Division was Colonel 
Archie Olds, whom I knew in the Strategic Air Command as General Archie Olds, and leader of our Wing was 
Colonel Thomas Jeffery, who later became Commander of the Hundredth Bomb Group. 

 Apparently the First Division bore the brunt of the Luftwaffe anger during the trip in to target, because 
the many attacks we endured inward seemed to be of single fighter sweeps. Also those passes were going 
overhead or breaking off before getting into close range of our gunners. Usually they would come at us in 
echelon and quite often fly through our formation with their guns blinking. No doubt our close division 
formation discouraged that approach. 
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 We reached the IP despite the flak. We dropped our bombs with the 390th leader, so all praises for 
plastering the target was theirs. Campbell said it appeared to be in the barrel, so lets get out of here. The 
road back was rife with difficulties. The Luftwaffe having tired of making devastation with the First Division 
were now giving us their attention. I saw one plane of our adopted group going down but otherwise we 
were hanging in close and returning fire at all those coming into range. No need to consider aircraft 
identification of those little spiteful creatures because they all meant us harm. The prevailing westerly 
winds were also our enemy this day but I knew of nothing that any of us could do about them. The German 
fighters had had time to refuel at various service stations along our track and were now coming at us in 
mournful numbers as Curtis Campbell would quote to us. Still we of the Thirteenth Combat Wing prevailed. 
One other plane went down from the 95th formation which Tom Hughes troops had joined, but fate again 
smiled on members of the Hundredth. We all made it home. I said "Another day; another dollar." Another 
remark was heard, "Boy am I hungry"? 

 After the Schweinfurt mission, Campbell talked to the other short timers, Healy, Jarvie, Stroble and 
Stipe and allowed that there wasn't any way they could make two more missions, but Stipe said not to talk 
about it. Our ground personnel showed relief and happiness that we had returned to our parking area. I am 
sure they were not looking forward to working the bugs out of another new airplane. 

 Months later I received orders assigning myself and the rest of our four crews, namely Captain Robert 
Lohof and crew, Captain William Lakin and crew and Captain Don Mitchell and crew to the 390 
Bombardment Group for the day making us all eligible for the Presidential Distinguished Unit Citation, as 
the 390th were so cited for action that day. As for those who never saw the order and citation I will include 
a copy of each in my report for a permanent record. 

 

 
 

 Oct 14, 1943 Schweinfurt: upon return, the crew took this photo: Standing from left, Curtis Campbell; 
Owen “Cowboy” Roane; Omar "The Tent Maker" Gonzales; Arthur C. "Bud" Stipe; A. Hauge; and James 
Jarvie, Kneeling center row from left: Robert A. Stuart; Roger O. Stroble; Patrick J. Healy; Clarence Tomb; 
and Richard Detweiler. Front row: Woodie Woodward; George Kennedy; Ray C. Morton, Crew Chief; AJ E. 
Baggett.  Fred Lehman is not pictured. 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE REPORT 
IN REFERENCE TO 14 OCTOBER 1943 

 

 
 
NOTE: 

“306 Group 412” does not refer to any assigned 306 BG B-17, but rather refers to 305 BG 42-3412, 
365 BS, XK M, no known name, which received “A” category battle damage on 14 October. 
 
“384 Group 026” refers to 384 BG 42-30026, 546 BS, BK J, Battle Wagon, participating with no 
reported damage on 14 October.  
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CALL  FOR  INFORMATION 
Despite the wealth of information available and countless hours spent in compiling the 
data and resolving conflicting information, it is the nature of any historical endeavor 
that "bits remain to be filled in.”  Of primary interest is establishing the names of all of 
the crew members who participated in any of the operations during this particular week 
in October.  Those with additional information or corrections are encouraged to forward 
them to the author via e-mail at Piccadilly864@aol.com. 
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TOP LEFT:  Tail section of a 100 ARW KC-135T Stratotanker, serial number 58-0100. (Photo: USAF) 
  
TOP RIGHT: Emblem adorning the nose of a 100 ARW KC-135R Stratotanker, serial number 61-0306. 
(Photo: USAF) 
 
CENTER: 42-97806, 349 BS, XR D, Now an’ Then; lost 11 Sep 1944. 
 
BOTTOM: 42-30604, 350 BS, LN T, Badger Beauty V, lost 4 Oct 1943. 
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