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36 Natur of secident  Adreraft ran off the end of the runway.

83} Crume of mor Filot landed long on short runway.



DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident, Ineclude statement of responsibility and recommendsiions for sction to prevent repetition)

It is the opinion of the Accident Investigating Committee that Lt, FRANK E.
VALESH d4d not use the best judgment in landing as he did, It is obvious that be landed
long on & short runway, The pilot states that a portiom of the ouier cirels and
fmlnm-ummnttu. This, m,mmmwnn.

nonnlhnding.leeorﬂu l'.'l;!.ng m,tbrwmmcp-
erating. According to ;lhtthrm thpldb].thttbm
npmebdﬁmmuﬂ-m lights were not wvisible, In any case, the pilot
should not have attempted to if the mmway m“imunuiftby
were obecured.

Better judgment om the part of thgmmunmmm-w

(58)  AAF Form #54 will not be submitted,
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Exhibits Includeds

"A" - Pilot's Statement

"B* - Flying Control Sergeant's Statement

*"C* « Photographs

"D* - Convening Authority

"E' « Duty Flying Control Officer's Statement,
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HEADQU ARTE"S E~-C~-14
100TH HOMEARDUENT SROUP (H), AAF
office of the Operations Officer

APO $559
15 Kay 1544,
SUSBJZCTs _Alreraft Accidert Rerorte ; .
TO : Comnanding Officer, Ons Sundredth Sombardment lroup (M),

Arm; Air Forces, AP0 # 559,
y LS

1. 1 arrived over Gtation 139 at about 0300, and, aftor call-
ins for landinz instructions, began making circuit of the field,
There wers no perimeter lights on the last half of the downwind leg,
vage leg and'no lead in lishts or runwey lights in evidence, I ia-
formed the towar of this. After making the gsecond circult, T made my
turn into the field an¢ lined up on the green light from caravan. '
Leravan wes firing YY flares at thig tirme, Ae I leveled out to lapd,
curavan fired m flars which was pertielly blinding. I touched dowm in
the first third of the tield, tut was unable to stop at snd of runway.

S Y S alaak
f_ N AE.
- FRATK B, VALESH,
1st Lt., Alr Corys,
Filot,

REST..0lL)



ONE EUNIREDTH mqnmp (B), AAF

8 Office of the Operations Officer
APO 559

19 May 1944
SUBJECT: Accident Report.
TO p Commanding Officer, 100th Bombardment Group (H), AAF

The tower phoned notifying me of FFF's in the circuit, I first noticed
hism on the down wind leg of the pattern and immediately fired a flare, The
PFF continued his pattern and made another circuit and I, in the meantime
kept firing flares to show him my position on runway "0L". When the FFF en-
tered the base leg for the second time, a green light was shown from the
Aldis lamp and flares were fired continuously. I then noticed the ship over
shoot the runway and the final flare was fired in the direction the runway
ran, toward the NE, At this time the ship came in on the final approach head-
ing for the caravan, then it banked to starbord and landed sbout the middle-
half of the runway, At first I thought he was going to make another circuit,
as he came high and a short approach required for such a short runway. The
pilot was prewarned that the rumway was 1400 yards lang

When I first looked for the plane I noticed the runway lights were on
also the Totem Poles sn the NE end of the runway.

Sgt, MYER MUSHLIN
h sua cupo *dno
Flying Control A.F.C.
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FLYING CONTROL SECTION: STATION 139

APO #559
20 May 1944
SUBJECT: Adrcraft Accident of B-17 #297560 H belonging to Station
138.
0 : Chairman, Aircraft Accident Committee, Station 139,
APO #4559,

1, Concerning aircraft accident of 0347 hours 19 May 1944,
in which B=17 #297560 H from Snetterton Heath with Lt, Valesh as
pilot, overran our ok runway while making a night landing and
crashed 75 yards peyond upwind end of runway, While in circuit
Lt, Balesh complained that our lighting system was faulty. He
didn't line up with the runway on his first try and while going around again

called for flares to be fired from the caravan, On his second
rttempt, his base leg was in close and when he finally lined up
with the runway, he was nigh end quite far down the runway, He
touched down about midway of the runway and went completely off the
end, shearing the landing-gear in a ditch and going down on the
belly and stopping.

2. Four of the crew were injursd., last Lt. A, Franklin, copilot;
injured a leg, Staff Sergeant H.H. Broyles injured his back.
Staff Sergeant P.J. Carbone broke a rib and Sergecnt A.M. Byswich
had a small =cratch on his facze,

j. Because Engineers were working on our long runway (10/28)

at the time of this accident, we had to land this aircraft on a
short runway. In the evening Flying “ontrol was informed by the
ingineers that Kunway 10/28 would be ready for early morning use,
but at 0347 hours it was not ready, this necessitationg a landing
on our only serviceable runway, There was no wind at the time of
the landing,

A section of our outar circle lights has been unserviceable
for several days, S5tation electricians are remedying this faudt.

The pilot was instructed sver R/T that OAh runway is only
YLOO yards long with extreme caution landing necessary, .

The duty caravan serpeant verifies that the rurway lishts
were operating while the plane was landing.

D s AT oD
L,é - ’( / s T
DONALD F, THIRLOW,
1st Lt,, Adr Corps
nmty Flying Control (fficer,
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