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" RESTRICTED

351ST ROWBARDMANT SQUADROY, 100TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE SQUADRCY OFERATIONS
AAF STATION § 139
APO 557 .

31 August 1945

SUBJECT: Crash of B 17 # 48849 J. August 2%, 1945 at Duxford. Pilot:
Captain Robert C. Ellis 0-827510.

° : Vhom it may concern.

My clearsnce was granted to Duxford and Dyce (iberdeen). At 0830 hours
the weather at Duxford was breifed at the tower to be & 600 foot ceiling and
1200 yards viwibility. The clearing officer requested that I circls the
field and judge the conditions for myself prior to landing. |

We had difficulty in locating Duxford as the ceiling
and the visibility about 1000 yards with a adsty hase. We f eld,
established radio contact and were told te land on rumway 25; also that they
would fire yellow {lares for us. : i et

g circled twice establishing a psttern. On the third circle I found
the white pattern markers used for r omn approaches. I followed them
to tha base legz. There they dissppesred in the wooded area. We coms in ¢
the approach guided by yellow flares shot from the caravan. I saw the rus
way to oy right, corrected about 15 degrees. Our airspeed was 120 a
cut the throttles end full flaps went down. e A Sl S

&
a
»

immediate concern was to clear it. I gave full power and my co-pilet, It
Kreaser, started the flaps up. Our airspeed was 50 mph., and

clear the diteh and onlp touch the fence with one wheel. AQter clesaring the
diteh and fencing the plane imsediatdly cmae down, I could see the row
trees about 12000-1500 feet ahead. s field was down~hill, and I believed
we could make it safely. The dirt was soft, being a cultivated beet field,
and we only gained 10 mph. in that distance. (Our sngireer called the air-
speeda up to a couple seconds prior te trees, when he ducked behind the seat.)

T waited until I judged It time t® "leap”, and then I jave a slight for-
ward stick, followed with complete back stick. The plane seamed to struggle

g .
d - "h .
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to 1ift, but merely catapulted its front wheels off the ground. The tail
whael never got off,

We struck the tress sgquarely, their trunks going te either side of the
fuselage. I heard the plexiglass nose shatter and felt a alight tremor. I
st111 had the sensation of $lying the plake when I saw my co-pilot cut the
master, magneto~ignition, and booster pump switches.—I did not kmow
Igmmto!thepﬂ.mthlmtormwhllm.—it -
centrated upon steering and controlling the plane to a full stop with rud-
ders, brakes, and elevators. We went on approximately 1000 feet lato
tield, in which were several *telephone” poles mounting 1it pattern funnel
lights, I did not wish to hit them, so I gave ef ake
We looped to a gentle stand-still, and everyone left the plane by the near-
eat exit within 10 or 12 seconds.

I was afraid of fire and explesion, so as soon zs 1
gsied Lt. Kreamer if everyone were out of the nose & He |
were. I then asked the engineer if ewveryonewere out of the rear and he as-
gented they were. I then went to the aid of cur bombardier who had several
@eep cuts on his fage. The ammorer and I were able to stop the

fore the ambulance arrived. He was the only dly o
tent.

g
g

2
¥
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¢ 3
:
:
L
:

There was at no tgme any great teself gave no fai
ures up to the trees. At which time it lost #2 and # propellors, the left
wing from the engines ocut, ripped open the belly of the fuselage '
to PFF dome, and the outer half of the right wing. “he . re~
nig;d intact and unharmed, and we went on upright with no swerve or change
in direction. e :

Bosbardier and navigatér were taken to the base hospital for treatwent,
It. ¥reamer and myself went to the Group Operations and called Thorpe Abbots,
The remainder of the crew and passengers were taken to the base as well.

T wish to further state that I was solely responsible for the intended
landing, control and maneuvering of the airplane, and that Lt. Kreamer is in
o way connected with my errors of judgment and technique. The crash and
events leading up to it were of my owm doing and I wish to totally absolve
him of any hlame or responsibility whatscever.

In regard to the clearance in question I want to state that I left the
sontrol towsr here with the understanding that I was clear to land if I saw
fit, that the conditions were subject to m: discretion and judgment; but not
that T was forbidden to go themor that I was refused admittance to Duxford.
(Whieh T still felt corfirmed when Duxford tower told me via radio which way
to land, and that they would assist me with flares.) That was my unde rstand-
ing and I felt I was clear to land if I belleved my ability se permitted.
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OFFICE OF THE FLYING C
AAF STATICH ¥<35
AFO 559, U. 8. AY

29 August, 1945
BIAZTEMEEZ

T received a telephone call from Thorpe Abbots mins
Control requestimg permission for a B~17 type aireraft to be
cleared for here, Permission was refused because our Fitness Code
was Red due to weather conditions resulting from Tog.

At 0933 hours B~17 &:l.zom Ha- 48849, piloted _W Ellis
“lew low over the tower and called Rutley Control on G440 Ke's.
Redic contact was not nmade unti B-I?WMMBHRM
the outim ;*N ‘Q%g airfield and was coming ia to land m:ns an
approaci on -

After receiving this iuformation we mm on efw imu-
able lighting eid end had two men posted at the extreme 253
end of #/W 25 firing pyrotechnlo flares, one on m um, te _

denote end mmaﬂlmmﬁ_,_ bl

wouta”iend Long vas told on te i

dscided etna se and touched down abou mtm over the lengt

of the R/W and continued on off the snd disappearing i

ground Tog. T UK |
Crash action was taken and mm M' tmm one mile

apd a half beyond end. of runway making a path aorcss culd

rields through a tree lined field 'hmiw &

and propellers from two engines with & great amount”
One passanger suffered minor face lacers .

R/%W in use was 2000yanrds.

The weather atthe time of the sccident was: Vieibility: 10Gu
yards, wind:very light and variable, coum obsoured.

1a 5 1 Lt. s Alr Corps
Puty Flyinz Control Officer.
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- 29, Bugust 1945
MEMORANDUM

TO 2 chair;n, Alreraft Accident Committee, Statiom 139,
APO 557.

l. Btatement of Duty Control Officer mcmmg gir-
craft accident of August 29, 1945.

2. On Auvgust 29, 1945, Capt. R. C. Ellis, 351 Bombard-
ment Squadron, was scheduled for am o.l. flight to Dyce alrfield
in B-17 No. 44-8849-J. He was to take off from hn“sm.uuu
0900 hours, land at Duxford to pick up & passenger,

Dyce, arriving there about 1145 hours.

At 0730 hours we ph MM for weather there, and
they gave us:QBEB-600 ft. 10/10;QI  yds. I called Group Operat-
ions upon receipt of thés infom but no one was there,
tl;;:; the telephone operator, md Officer acting as a M
Q ocer.,

, At Oalshmmmm;'_. r ﬁﬁW,MM
gave ug:QBB-500 ft.,Q0BA-1/2 mile. e sald

- control ¥
he would not take the alrcraft m mh M‘Mn =

At 0830 hours Capt. m.n- mm at the mml tm

for nis clearance. Weather as above the mimimun for con

taet flight , but that at Du « 1 tol m m

would not taie him under such th Capt. Ellis

would "have a try at it%, and Af 1t was not possibdl

;aug.d go on to Dyece. I advised him against tr
ord,

At. 0855 he took off from this bage. We had z 7000 ft,
celling, and 2000 yds. visibility at &t this tia;

Shortly after Capt. Bllis was airborne, we culled Duxford
and told them that he was going to try to get m at the field against

both nurr and their advice.

DONALD F, THURLOW

lst Lt. Adir Corps

Duty Flying contrnl'
Officer

Dre~rrm
F MIOTN
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HEADQUARTERS
ONE HUNDREDTH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H), AaF
Office of the Operatioms Officer
AP0 #557
30 Acgust 1945
100 B.G. INSTRUCTIONS) '

HUMBER 55-13)

Every mn:rngn must be cleared with ﬂy'ug control and
the pilot must present flying contrel with the local clesrsacs

form perly signed by his squadron Commander of Operstions
officer.

CROSS COUNTRY FLECHTS.

rurommmymuhrmmtmmrnmnm-
ing & form 23.

1. Flying control will be uﬂﬂﬂm #3mmhl.!.n. :

2, Pilot will ly ,_-"‘kup!‘m
take it to the weather office not :

7.0, If the weether officer ‘
msy take the form 23 baock to Mmm )
final cloumu‘ but if the wea

yellow or red, the pilet will hn ﬁi q!. l;'_-'-
squadron Commender, or the | Op ps Officer. The offiscer
signing the olsarsnce will be r ;mmrwmmo:m

duplioate oopy to F. C.
By order of LT. COLONEL WALLACE:

:; ; iy "“ e
/" JOENSTON R.

Mejor, Alr
Operations Off ar.

. - !i
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AAF STATION F=357 APO 559
U, S, A ;
29 Angust 1945
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